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 Course Catalog  2024 - 2025  
 The courses described in this catalog comprise Solebury School's academic program.  Although each  

discipline teaches its own skills and its own methods, they have in common the goals of teaching you how  

to learn, how to solve problems, and how to become as effective a person as you can be. This is  

encapsulated in our Academic Mission: At Solebury School, we believe that learning is all about the  

student. Our distinctive and dynamic academic program guides students to discover and pursue their  

passions and inspires them to set and rise to rigorous expectations.  

 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
 A minimum of 109 credits is required for graduation, distributed in the following manner:  

 REQUIRED   RECOMMENDED  

 24 English (required each trimester)   24 English  

 18 Mathematics*   24 Mathematics  

 18 World Language**   18 World Language  

 12 Science (Required: Conceptual Physics & Biology)   18 Science  

 12 History (World History & US History required)   18 History  

 6 Arts   6 Arts  

 1 Health***   1 Health  

 Electives to bring total credits to 109   Electives  #  

 *   Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II meet the mathematics requirement.  

 **   Students must complete three years of World Language  courses with at least two consecutive years in one  

language. In extraordinary circumstances, this requirement may be modified or waived.  

 ***   Required of all students who enter Solebury before eleventh grade.  Only high school Health courses will be  

considered for transfer credit.  
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 #   Students who apply to competitive colleges often have 132 to 156 credits at graduation.  

 Every student must carry a minimum of 27 credits each year or 9 each trimester.  Most full-year and  

trimester courses earn 2 credits each trimester.  Most Health, Computer, and Arts classes earn 1 credit  

each trimester. Notes about specific classes are shown on the last page of this Catalog.  

 GRADING and ACADEMICS  
 Grading is on a 4-point scale:   

 A+ (97 - 100) = 4.333   A (93 - 96) = 4.000   A- (90 - 92) = 3.666  

 B+ (87 - 89) = 3.333   B (83 - 86) = 3.000   B- (80 - 82) = 2.666  

 C+ (77 - 79) = 2.333   C (73 - 76) = 2.000   C- (70 - 72) = 1.666  

 D+ (67 - 69) = 1.333   D (63 - 66) = 1.000  

 F (59 or lower) = 0.000  

 D- (60 - 62, lowest passing grade) = 0.666  

 Four other grades are possible: P = Pass; NG = No Grade (used for audits); W = Withdrawn; and I =  

Incomplete.  P, NG, and W are not used in grade point average computations.  The grade of I is converted  

to an F if the work is not made up within the deadline specified by the teacher.  Grade point average  

computations are withheld until the Incomplete is converted to a standard (A to F) letter grade.  

 GRADE WEIGHTING  

 Students who undertake more challenging programs are rewarded in the computation of their grade point  

average.  Honors and AP courses are weighted at Solebury School.  The bonus will not be added to the  

course grade itself, but will be used in calculating the grade point average.  The Honors bonus will be  

0.333 and the AP bonus will be 0.666.  

 Honors and Advanced Placement (AP) courses will move at an accelerated and generally pre-determined  

pace.  Teachers will not have the luxury of slowing the pace or providing inordinate extra help to  

remediate students who struggle beyond the norm.  Seeking additional help in conference or through  

tutoring is the responsibility of the student.  Occasionally, students request to take a course for which they  

were not recommended. In that event, the student  will  be contacted by the Director of Studies who will  

ask the student to share their rationale and to explain how they will address the added challenges.  The  

student may also be asked to complete other, extra work, like providing a writing sample. Once that  

information is submitted, the current teacher, the receiving teacher, the department head and the Director  

of Studies will decide collectively whether the student is allowed to enroll in that course.  

 COURSES with SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS  

 Honors (H), Advanced Placement (AP), Global Education (G), and Social Justice (SJ)  

 English and Social Studies   STEM   Arts  

 World History 9 (G, SJ)   AP Calculus AB (AP)   Art History (G)  

 Honors World History (H, G, SJ)   AP Calculus BC (AP)   Elite Ensemble (H)  

 Ethics (G, SJ)  

 Honors Ethics (H, G, SJ)  

 AP Physics I (AP)  

 Honors Anatomy (H)  

 Jazz Roots (H)  

 Ear Training & Music Theory (H)  

 US History (SJ)   AP/Honors Biology (AP/H)   AP Studio Art (AP, G)  

 AP US History (AP, SJ)   Honors Chemistry (H)   Honors Ceramics (H)  

 Honors US History (H, SJ)   AP Comp Sci A (AP)   Diversity & Culture Share (G, SJ)  

 AP World History (AP, G, SJ)   AP CS Principles (AP)   

 AP US Gov’t and Politics (AP)   AP Statistics (AP, SJ)   
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 AP English Lit & Composition (AP)   AP Envi Science (AP, G)   World Languages  

 AP English Language (AP)  

Honors English 10 (H, G)  

 Statistics (SJ)  

 Honors Geometry (H)  

 All Language classes (G)  

 Spanish Conv. & Culture (G, SJ)  

 English 10 (G)   Honors Alg II & Trig (H)   AP Spanish Language (AP, G)  

 Honors English 9, 11 (H)   Honors Pre-Calculus (H)   AP French (AP, G)  

 Psych: Theoretical Roots (G, SJ)  

 Honors Psychology (H, G, SJ)  

 Reading & Writing Poetry (H)  

 Afr. Amer Exp. Recon to WW2 (SJ)  

 Exper. Writers of Color (H, G, SJ)  

 International Horror Literature (G)  

Civil Rights through Film (SJ)  

 Addressing 21stCent Inequalities (SJ)  

 Diversity & Culture Share (G, SJ)  

 Multivariable Calculus (H)   

 ACADEMIC HONORS  

 A student is awarded Academic Honors for the trimester if s/he earns a grade point average of 3.00 (B) or  

higher.  A student is placed on High Honors if s/he earns a grade point average of 3.66 (A-) or higher.  

However, no student will be given Honors or High Honors recognition if a grade of D+ or lower is  

entered for that trimester.  Students on Honors and High Honors are eligible for special privileges,  

including exemption from mandatory study halls.  

 ACADEMIC WARNING  

 A student who is failing a course (F), who has received an Incomplete, or who has two or more grades  

below C- is placed on the Academic Warning List.  The Academic Warning List is prepared six times a  

year; however, a teacher may issue a warning at any time.  Students on Academic Warning automatically  

lose any privileges they may have earned or are entitled to, may be given special study conditions, and  

remain on Academic Warning until the next time grades are formally collected.  Students who withdraw  

from a class with an Academic Warning range grade (D+ or lower) are placed on Academic Warning for  

the remainder of the trimester.  

 ACADEMIC HONESTY  

 It is intellectually dishonest and unfair to submit as one’s own the words, ideas, corrections, data,  

solutions, or opinions of another.  Because intellectual honesty is the basis of scholarship, plagiarism and  

other forms of cheating cannot be tolerated in an academic community.  Violators of the principles of  

Academic Honesty will face serious consequences that may include expulsion.  Any student who  

facilitates an act of academic dishonesty has committed the same offense and thus will be subject to the  

same penalty as the violator.  For a detailed discussion of these issues and consequences, please refer to  

the Solebury Handbook.  

 EARLY GRADUATION  

 Occasionally a student comes along who is so far advanced in several disciplines that s/he will be ready  

for college a year early.  Such students have completed all requirements, exhausted all the opportunities 

of  our curriculum, and essentially would have nothing to gain by a further year of high school.  In those  

extremely rare cases, students may petition to skip the sophomore year of high school, rather than the  

junior or senior year, because the college search process (including PSAT's, SAT's, etc.) is distorted by  

foreshortening, to the student's disadvantage.  Such planning, therefore, needs to be done very early.  
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 The Director of Studies will not approve this plan if the student will be only minimally prepared for  

college.  It is always wiser to remain in high school and be maximally prepared for college.  

 ATTENDANCE POLICIES  

 ADD/DROP POLICY  

 Each trimester, students may add or drop courses until the fifth day of classes.  After that point, it is no  

longer the student’s prerogative to make changes.  In rare cases, however, the Director of Studies may  

grant exceptions after consulting with the teacher and student’s adviser.  Class sessions missed due to late  

enrollment still count against the 5-4-3 Attendance Rule so it is wise to learn as much as possible about  

each course prior to enrolling.  

 Permission to withdraw from a course may in some cases be granted by the Director of Studies after the  

drop/add period is over; however, a student may not withdraw solely to avoid a failure.  A withdrawal  

appears permanently on the student's record (W), but does not affect the student's grade point average. A  

student who withdraws from a class with an Academic Warning range grade (D+ or lower) is placed on  

Academic Warning  for the remainder of the trimester.  

 PLANNED ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL  

 Missing class is detrimental to students’ academic work.  They miss important material, lose the  

opportunity to ask questions, and often fall behind on tests and quizzes.  While some of this work can be  

“made-up” (i.e. readings can be done at home and quizzes taken at a different time), many aspects of a  

class simply are lost.  Science labs, for example, cannot be recreated for one student and class discussions  

or lectures cannot be reconstructed no matter how many conference periods are attended.  We do not ask  

our teachers to be responsible for remediation of a student who has missed school.  Furthermore, most  

courses at Solebury include class participation in calculating an average and absence from class weighs  

negatively in this area.  

 When students miss school, no matter the reason, they must realize that they are risking their academic  

success.  

 We recognize, however, that occasionally situations arise that may necessitate an absence.  When that  

happens, families need to request permission from the Director of Studies (or the College Counselor if the  

absence is for college visits)  at least two weeks  in advance .  Even with this advance warning, the  

aforementioned difficulties still apply but there will be no punitive consequence.  If the request is made  

less than two weeks in advance, Solebury School may treat the absence as unexcused.  

 COLLEGE VISIT PROCESS  

 Visiting colleges is essential.  Ten minutes on a college campus talking with actual students will reveal  

more about the school than reading an entire admissions catalog.  Schedule as many visits during  

Solebury vacations as possible, and try to visit when the college’s classes are in session.  Summer visits  

are also encouraged to help minimize absences from Solebury classes.  Some colleges offer Saturday  

tours and interviews during the academic year.  In addition, we do recommend staying overnight during  

the college’s academic year because this is an excellent way to experience campus life.  Many schools  

have overnight hosts to facilitate this process.  

 In order to be excused from school for a college visit, students must meet with the College Counselor to  

discuss their plans and fill out the College Visit Form.  At least two weeks before their visit, students  
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must have each of their teachers sign the form and then must return it to the College Counselor.  After  

their visit, students must provide written verification on college letterhead to the college counselor,  

confirming the date and time of their visit.  If students do not follow this procedure, they risk having any  

absence treated as unexcused.  

 5-4-3 ATTENDANCE RULE  

 Attendance in class is a requirement of all Solebury courses. Since missing an 80 minute class period will  

have a significant detrimental effect on learning, our attendance rule states that, in any trimester, students  

may miss up to  five  class meetings for those classes  in a rotating letter block, may miss only  four  Arts  

classes, and may miss only  three  classes during the  spring term if they are going on Senior Project.  

This  includes both excused and unexcused absences but does not include absences due to religious  

observations . The “5-4-3” rule gives our students  an easy to remember guideline for our attendance  

expectations. A student missing more than that number of classes will not get credit for the course and  

will receive a grade of F for the trimester.  If this produces a situation where a student may not be eligible  

to successfully complete an academic year, s/he may be required to withdraw from Solebury.  In  

extraordinary cases, a student may appeal the application of this rule to the Headmaster, who will appoint  

an  ad hoc  committee to make a recommendation. Class  sessions missed due to late enrollment still 

count  against the Attendance Rule, so it is wise to learn as much as possible about each course prior to  

enrolling.  

 SENIORS  

 In order to qualify for a diploma, a senior must pass all courses attempted or make up the credit.  A senior  

who fails a trimester course in the fall or winter may make up the lost credit by taking an additional  

trimester course in the following trimester.  Failure of a full-year or spring trimester course must be made  

up in an approved course at an accredited summer school.  

 SENIOR PROJECTS  

 On May 12  th  , some seniors will leave campus to work  as apprentices or volunteers, conduct 

independent  research, or pursue creative projects.  To qualify, a senior must be in good social and 

academic standing,  have the permission of all his/her teachers, and have a proposal approved by the 

Senior Projects  

 Committee.  Seniors return to campus to present their projects to the school on June 2  nd  .  For seniors  

on  Senior Project, all coursework ends May 12  th  .  Please  note  that the 5-4-3 Attendance Rule for class  

absences states that seniors going on Senior Project may only miss three class meetings and still earn  

credit for that course.  This includes the classes that meet in the evening.  In addition, seniors placed on  

Academic Warning in the spring may not be allowed to go on Senior Project.  

 SPECIAL PROGRAMS and CONCENTRATIONS  

 More information about Solebury School's English for Academic Purpose (EAP), Learning Support  

Program (LS) and various Concentrations are listed at the end of this catalog.  

 GLOBAL EDUCATION CONCENTRATION  

 Rising 9  th  and 10  th  grade students may choose to declare  a focus in global education. This 

concentration  aims to cultivate globally-minded young adults by providing a path for them to deeply 

engage in and  reflect upon global academic courses, cultural events, service learning, travel immersion 
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experiences, and  an independent study. More information can be found at the end of this bulletin.  

Global Education  Coordinator: Lucienne Knight  

 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) CONCENTRATION  

 The STEM concentration at Solebury School gives students an opportunity to go beyond the classroom  

offerings and dive into their STEM interests. Students choose the path that works best for them to  

complete the concentration. This includes independent studies, looking at STEM careers and networking  

with professionals, being engaged in clubs and special events on and off-campus, and taking a wide  

variety of STEM classes with the guidance of the concentration coordinators.  

 This concentration is geared towards students who want to have enriching experiences in STEM during  

their course load at Solebury. Students will work with the STEM Concentration Coordinator to design a  

variety of experiences that students will find challenging and engaging. Students will then submit the  

activity that they completed to keep track of their progress. We believe that STEM students should have  

experiences that relate the work in STEM with other departments within Solebury to make a well-rounded  

student while increasing the exposure of the student to STEM.  

 Students are encouraged to declare their interest to the STEM Concentration Coordinator in the spring of  

 9th grade to ensure adequate time to complete all requirements prior to graduation.  STEM  

 Concentration Coordinator: Ashley Garrison  

 SOCIAL JUSTICE CONCENTRATION  

 The Social Justice Concentration is designed for students who wish to explore issues of equity, whether  

focused on economics, race, gender, the environment, or any host of justice concerns. Students may be  

drawn to the concentration because of interest in civil and human rights, including but not limited to  anti-

poverty work, healthcare, food insecurity, prison reform, or voting rights. This concentration includes  

both academics and activism. Students are required to take a certain number of courses to fulfill the  

academic requirement, and are expected to participate in and lead activities. These will include  school-

based clubs, presentations to the school community, service rooted in social justice, and a capstone  

project.   

 The goal of the concentration is to encourage students to participate in their local and global communities  

through activism, volunteerism, and learning. They will then be in a position to be leaders at Solebury to  

educate and organize. Students will also learn through the qualifying courses offered that are relevant to  

social justice. Ultimately, students passionate about a cause will be able to deepen and expand their  

knowledge, and then share with the Solebury community.  Social Justice Concentration Coordinator:  

Hanna Howe  

 ENGLISH  

 Solebury's English teachers are devoted to the ongoing work of striving for equity in our teaching and  

learning. Students are asked to probe texts and challenge ideas, and our goal is to establish an  

environment where students feel safe and emboldened to bring their authentic selves to the learning  

process. We strive to provide content that both reflects and evolves the mindsets of our diverse student  

body and that propels the critical skills students will carry with them for a lifetime of intelligent,  

informed, empathetic, and original reading, writing, thinking, and action.  

 English is required every term. The core curriculum is supplemented by an array of electives inspired by  

faculty and student interest. Our honors and AP level courses are designed to challenge students to stretch  
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and grow as thinkers and writers. These courses carry more content volume, move at a faster pace, and  

require mastery of prerequisite skills as well as internal motivation on the part of students in order to find  

success. Our hope is that the students who elect to take these demanding courses do so with a genuine  

love of learning and the subject matter. Students taking honors and AP classes are not guaranteed high  

grades, but they are guaranteed growth, challenge, and enrichment if they fully engage with the material.  

 Across all grade levels and designations, students are asked to write in many genres. Examples include:  

expository writing, free writing, creative writing, journal writing, playwriting, persuasive writing and  

poetry. We teach writing as a process, and guide students through the multi-stage experience of  pre-

writing, editing, revision, and proofreading. More than anything else, reading and writing are skills of  

practice, and we provide ample opportunities for students to grow and strengthen their abilities by doing  

so.  

 If you have any questions about Solebury School’s English Department, please contact  

department chair Sarah May at:  smay@solebury.org   or      (802) 881-9803  

 YEARLONG COURSES  

 Core English 9: An Introduction to Literary Genres:  Students in this course will develop themselves as  

keen  readers of literature through a focus on fiction, poetry, and drama. In addition to reading long-established  

canonical texts representing each genre, we will also consider contemporary authors working to further those  

genres today. Through these multiple genres, we will analyze and connect persistent themes across the texts to  

help us answer: Where does the individual belong in society? How is the human condition presented? Where do  

we see writers challenging – or adhering to – the societal expectations of the time?  Students will also be asked  

to hone their own creative and critical writing skills in multiple genres. We will employ a process-based  

composition model that encourages thoughtfulness and preparation. Recognizing at all times that writing is  

rewriting, students will work on editing and revising their compositions using a workshop-style model. We will  

also work on building our fluency with grammatical conventions and vocabulary with consistent instruction and  

practice. Throughout each unit, students will also refine their discussion and discussion preparation skills, habits  

of research and citation, and how to expound beyond evidence to demonstrate their own inferential thinking  

abilities.  Required – 6 credits; mandatory summer  reading assignment and reflection.  

 Honors English 9: An Introduction to Literary Genres:  In honors English 9, students are introduced 

to  the various elements of poetry, drama, short and long fiction, and the craft of process writing. As we  

develop close-reading skills and master the vocabulary of literary inquiry, we will consider the ways in  

which individuals, communities, values, and journeys interact, mesh, and conflict. We will also explore  

the ways in which human beings struggle to create identity, often from a variety of complex factors, and  

consider how humans develop an internal system of meaning for their lives, influenced by both their own  

experiences and by the values imposed by society. Classes will consist of discussions, research,  

independent projects, group work, and a workshop-approach to developing formal essays and creative  

pieces in a variety of modes. Honors students will also demonstrate their knowledge through on-demand  

writing exercises. Throughout each term, students will also have ample opportunity to refine and develop  

their organizational habits, discussion preparation and execution, and methods of research and citation. In  

the Honors section, students are expected to participate meaningfully in daily discussions. Students are  

also expected to read more substantial sections of text independently, oftentimes assigned for homework  

(For example, a student may be assigned 20-30 pages of reading and thoughtful annotation for  

homework). Students entering the Honors English 9 classroom already have a strong grasp of formal  

essay writing; they demonstrate a solid understanding of English conventions and mechanics.  Honors,  

Prerequisite: completed writing sample and a B+ or higher in 8  th  grade English class, 6 Credits  --  

mandatory summer reading assignment and reflection, as well as a placement essay.  
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 Core English 10:  World Literature:  The primary goal  of Core English 10 is to encourage students to  

engage with writing that is often overlooked due to the nationality, ethnicity, race or gender of the author.  

Through novels, short stories, and poetry this course explores modern world literature, history, and  

culture.  For example, students read a novel by a South  African author as we consider urbanization  

throughout sub-Saharan Africa, and they read stories by Latin American and European authors as we  

consider the history of magic realism, surrealism, and modernism in the 20  th  Century.  In English 10,  

students are pushed to read actively, to acquire useful vocabulary, to gain command of relevant grammar  

skills, and to write analytically and creatively. Students can expect to read 25 pages or more per class, and  

students are asked to share their ideas about texts through various types of reading responses and  

discussions. In English 10, the hope is that students will advance their English skills, become interested in  

the literature and lives of other people, and reflect on their own lives. Required, Global Education  

Concentration, 6 Credit --  mandatory summer reading  assignment .  

 Honors English 10:  World Literature:  Honors English  10  is a world literature course that has the same  

goals as the Core English 10 course. Students interested in the Honors version of English 10 should want  

the following: to read up to 35 pages per class; to move through both the Core English 10 grammar and  

writing skills as well as additional grammar and writing skills; to take on a variety of writing challenges  

that will push students to hone their skills; to master more vocabulary, both as a group and individually,  

than that taken on in the Core course; and to learn an advanced vocabulary useful in the analysis of texts.  

Thus, the Honors English 10 course expects extra effort and a greater time commitment from students.  

Honors,  Prerequisite: recommendation of teacher and  a B+ or higher in English 9 or a B or higher in  

honors English 9 . Global Education Concentration,  6 Credits  --  mandatory summer reading  

assignment .  

 Core English 11: American Literature:  In English 11,  students read classic and contemporary works 

by  American writers, develop their reading and discussion skills, and engage with a variety of writing  

assignments, ranging from traditional five-paragraph essays to experimental poetry. Moving through time  

from the origins of America to the present day, students in English 11 are exposed to different American  

literary styles and genres. We read Indigenous myths, explore Harlem Renaissance poems, study a Lost  

Generation novel, and read stories and essays that reflect American literary movements and societal shifts  

within the country. Students in English 11 should be comfortable with reading, analyzing and discussing  

texts; have familiarity with essay writing and creative writing; and be capable of reading up to 30 pages of  

a novel per class. This class is designed to expose students to American Literature while helping them  

become more careful readers and more confident writers.  Required ,  6 Credits  --  mandatory summer  

reading assignment .  

 Honors English 11: American Literature:  English 11  honors is designed for students who already 

have  a love of language and literature, and want to challenge themselves further in the field. Through this  

exploration of different literary styles, genres, and voices, students will discover what is distinctive about  

American literature and how it grows out of our language, culture, and history. Students will read classic  

and contemporary works that reflect the diversity of American experience and culture. In addition,  

students will be encouraged to expand their vocabulary, embrace the writing process, and hone their  

writing skills by writing journals, papers, and creative assignments. Although an attempt will be made to  

align some of the reading selections in this course with the AP U.S. History curriculum, enrollment in that  

course is not a requirement for success in this one.  Honors,  Prerequisite: recommendation of teacher 

and  a B +  or higher in English 10 or a B or higher in honors  English 10.  6 Credits  --  mandatory 

summer  reading assignment .  
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 AP Language and Composition : This course will challenge  students with college-level content and  

approaches. It will require a high volume of reading and writing, and the ability to engage in high level  

discussion and assessment. The focus and practice of the class is on close reading, especially for  

rhetorical skills and devices. Students will be challenged to learn to identify the many means by which  

writers make their cases and persuade readers. Partly for this reason, much of the material we read will be  

of a rhetorical nature, including speeches, articles, essays, and other primary sources. As an eleventh  

grade class, we will draw primarily from American texts in order to align in part with the eleventh grade  

social studies sequencing of American history . As  a seminar style class, there will be plenty of class  

discussion to process the material and skills we are learning. Students will also take a variety of  

assessments to monitor their progress including tests, quizzes, papers, and projects. In addition to honing  

analytical reading skills, students will also be asked to try their hand at using the many means of  

persuasion we study. While the work in this class is geared toward success on a culminating exam in the  

spring term, the applications of the skills will be manifold, including college-level writing and clarity of  

thought and communication in a professional setting. Students earning a 3, 4, or 5 on the exam may  

qualify for college credit or advanced placement by colleges they attend.  AP,  Prerequisite:  

 recommendation of instructor and an A- or higher in Core English 10, or an B+ or higher in honors  

English 10.  6 Credits  --  mandatory summer reading  assignment .  

 AP English: Literature and Composition:  Students enrolled  in AP English Literature & Composition  

will be introduced to the rigors and pleasures of a college-level literature course. In order to prepare  

students for the breadth of material included in the AP exam, we will consider works of literature from a  

wide array of periods, movements, cultures, and genres. We will also refine our critical lexicons through  

an extensive engagement with literary terminology. By developing fluency with that terminology, we will  

be better prepared to participate in the ongoing conversation of literary study. While the backbone of the  

course will be thoughtful discussion, students will be asked to complete a number of in class writing  

exercises similar to those encountered on the exam. In addition to these in class writing assignments,  

students will compose more refined essays and responses out of class exhibiting the thoughtfulness,  

structure, and strength of argument necessary for successful writing. Students earning a 3, 4 or 5 on the  

AP English Literature and Composition examination may be offered college credit and/or advanced  

placement by the colleges they attend.  AP,  Prerequisite:  recommendation of instructor and an A- or  

higher in Core English 11, a B+ or higher in honors English 11, or a B+ or higher in AP Language &  

Composition.  6 Credits  --  mandatory summer reading  assignment .  

 Foundations English:  Our 9th - 11th grade level Foundations  English classes are designed specifically  

for students who struggle with language-based learning tasks. The classes are taught in a small group  

setting by an English teacher who is also a Learning Specialist, and specifically designed to meet  grade-

level English curricular goals while addressing each student’s individual learning needs. To build  on 

strengths and bolster weaknesses in reading and writing, the English Foundations teacher differentiates  

instruction and paces assignments to provide appropriate support for developing skills and academic  

growth. Space is limited, and admission into the program is dependent on academic screening and noted  

challenges.  There is an additional fee for this class.  6 Credits  

 *Students who need additional support surrounding executive functioning may opt to apply for both  

Foundations English and Bridge. Please see the Learning Support program section for additional  

information about Bridge  



 11  

 FALL TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Personal Essay Writing : You carry countless stories.  Your memories, experiences and thoughts are all  

inside you waiting to get out. Here’s your chance to unload. In this class, you will learn how to turn your  

life stories into affecting personal essays. These essays will be compelling and vivid. These essays will be  

structured and meaningful. And, yes, these essays will be perfect for your college application. The overall  

goal of the class is to help students work on the craft of writing, learn techniques, and develop useful  

skills. Yet the coursework primarily focuses on helping students complete the written portions of their  

college applications, including the main essay and supplemental essays. In this class, students can expect  

to do brainstorming exercises, try various writing prompts, read and critique essays, and do a lot of  

writing and revising. By the end of the trimester, students should have essays that they are proud to send  

to colleges. And hopefully, they will also learn what stories are hidden inside them and learn to tell them  

beautifully.  2 Credits  

 Literature of the Underworld : In this elective, students  will explore literary depictions of a punitive  

afterlife. From varying cultures and time periods, these texts examine deeply rooted human anxieties  

surrounding what it means to live a good life and what consequences await those who do not. We will  

look to religious texts, epic poetry, fiction, drama, and film as we cast our net across the stygian waters of  

a rich and varied literary tradition. Expectations include a deep engagement with the material as  

evidenced by participation in class discussions, quizzes, critical writing, a presentation, and creative work.  

2 Credits .  

 The Gothic & Romanticism:  What happens when we confront  the limits of understanding? At times,  

that confrontation results in exultation and elation. At other times, it results in terror. The interconnected  

movements of Romanticism and the Gothic seek to explore those confrontations. Romanticism, an  

aesthetic movement emerging in the late 18th century, serves as a direct rebuttal to the logic-driven  

rationality and certainty of Enlightenment thinking. This rebuttal, when taken to excess, results in the  

Gothic. In Romanticism and in the Gothic, emphasis is placed on that which exists beyond our  

“enlightened” viewpoints. The Romantic and Gothic worlds are worlds of emotion, of imagination, of  

excessive and overwhelming feeling. This course will explore these interrelated genres as well as the  

concepts of the sublime, the grotesque. Additionally, we will explore the historical circumstances  

surrounding these movements in order to locate them within the political, not just aesthetic, revolutionary  

modes to which they belong. Work will include a deep engagement with the material as evidenced by  

participation in class discussions, regular homework assignments, critical essays, and creative work.  

 Honors  2 Credits  

 The Art of Fiction:  This class will be offered in  the evening, meeting one night per week. It is open to  

Solebury students as well as the outside community so it will include a mix of students and adults. Note  

that this course confers only one English credit but students must take at least two English credits each  

term. Full  Course Description to come.  1 Credit  

 WINTER TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Coming of Age:  “All children, except one, grow up,”  wrote J.M. Barrie to launch the classic story of  

Peter Pan. Yet how do we all grow up? When does childhood end and adulthood begin? In this class, we  

will explore the experiences, realizations, tensions and awakenings that are part of the coming of age  

process. We will look at what it has meant to come of age in literature and in history, and also examine  

how the digital age has changed the way we grow up now. Do today’s teens grow up faster? Or, like Peter  
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Pan, do they never grow up at all? To answer these questions, we will use myths, fairy tales, short stories,  

articles, paintings, poetry and film to explore what it means to navigate the passage between childhood  

and adulthood. Assignments in this class include narrative writing, poetry, developing a Coming of Age  

project, and even writing “The Teenagers’ Guide to Raising Teenagers”. Overall, the goal is to delve into  

the coming of age topic in a dynamic way, with a classroom full of students who are living the theme.  2  

Credits  

 Journalism:  Get the facts. Uncover the truth. Write  clearly, concisely and beautifully. These are the 

goals  of this class designed to offer students a crash course in journalism. In this writing-focused 

elective,  students will learn how to structure an article, develop reporting skills, find reliable sources, 

conduct  successful interviews, and write articles that are accurate, creative and informative. In this 

course, there is  an emphasis on writing. Yet we will also read Pulitzer Prize-winning articles to study the 

best examples of  journalism today and discuss various topics, including the history of journalism, the 

evolution of the  media, and journalism ethics. Overall, students will gain important and applicable skills 

as they learn how  to ask questions, talk to people, get answers, conduct research, organize information 

and write clearly.  Essentially, students will discover that the skills that make you a good journalist will 

also make you a  stronger student and a stronger writer.  2 Credits  

 Reading & Writing Poetry:  This elective will promote  a trimester-long conversation about how poets  

uncover and incorporate poetry in their daily lives. Where and how do poems happen? This extended  

conversation demands a profound openness to exploration and constructive discomfort. Poets in this  

course are asked to experiment with new ways of writing, of reading, and of thinking about language. Our  

readings will consist of canonical poetry and contemporary writers as well as, of course, the work of one  

another. Our engagement with these texts will propel our own creative output (poetry is, after all, a  

conversation) and our critical acumen as readers of literature. Expectations include a deep engagement  

with the material as evidenced by respectful participation in classroom discussions (including  

 workshops), quizzes, substantial creative work, critical writing, and an ongoing journal practice.  Honors  

2 Credits  

 International Horror Literature:  Why do we expose  ourselves to the horrific in popular culture? Why  

do we peek from under blankets at ghastly images on screens? Why do we read tales of the supernatural  

by flashlight in darkened rooms? This attraction to horror persists across borders, spreading around the  

globe. Despite this shared appeal, horror itself often takes on different tones based on its cultural origin.  

In this class we will view examples of horror literature from around the globe, noting how a country or  

region’s historical positioning influences the content of a text. We will look to the ways in which a  

popular genre, often dismissed as trivial, is able to communicate deep cultural anxieties. In addition to  

novels, we will read a substantial amount of short fiction and nonfiction. Because the horror genre has  

intimate ties to the world of film, cinema will further our pursuit. Expectations include a deep engagement  

with the material as evidenced by in-class discussion, reading quizzes, creative work, critical writing, a  

presentation, and final project.  2 Credits ,  Global  Education Concentration.  

 The Story of Food: Reading, Writing, Eating : In this  elective, students will examine the food system:  

where it comes from, how it's prepared, what it means, and what role we play in it. Topics will include  

sustainability, agribusiness, cultural representation, sensory experience, and culinary exploration. 

Through  a blend of literature, journalism, and creative non-fiction, students will uncover the narratives 

woven into  our food choices and consumption habits. From dissecting food labels to analyzing food-

related media,  students will develop critical thinking skills while exploring ethical dilemmas of food 

production. Beyond  a deep, respectful engagement with the material, students will be expected to 
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demonstrate their mastery  through independent research, group projects, quizzes, essays, presentation 

and creative writing.  2  Credits,  STEM Concentration.  

 Diversity and Culture Share:  This is a performance  class designed to celebrate the diversity of 

cultures  represented by each person enrolled.  Share a song, a poem, a short story, a dance…  In this 

class, students  will explore and exchange their personal stories and those of their ancestors through 

music, dance, poetry,  song, and storytelling. The performance aspect of this class will be cultivated from 

a regular practice of  sharing with each other, then in collaboration with the End of Trimester music and 

dance concert. Grading  is based on attendance, regular participation, and the personal growth that tends 

to happen when we  humans listen to and learn from each other’s lived experiences.  This class is open to 

all who are  interested or curious.  2 Credits ,  Global Ed and Social  Justice Concentration .  This class 

may also be  taken for Art credit .  

 SPRING TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Short Story Writing:  Do you like to pretend? Do stories  and plotlines scroll through your head, 

begging  to be written down? Do unusual characters populate your subconscious, pleading to be heard? 

Do you  love to write? Or, perhaps after years of writing academic essays and research papers, do you 

want to just  cut loose and try something different? In this class, we will explore the art of short story 

writing. We will  read short stories and examine what makes a good story compelling, gripping, 

entertaining and affecting.  We will also attempt to write our own stories that are compelling, gripping, 

entertaining and affecting. To  do this, we will play writing games, write flash fiction, and discuss various 

writing techniques and  strategies, including how to build believable characters, develop meaningful plots, 

and use artful  language. Anyone can take this class, but it helps to enjoy writing, appreciate good fiction, 

and possess a  willingness to take creative risks. The goal of the class is to indulge your creativity, let 

your imagination  run wild, and introduce you to the art of fiction writing.  2 Credits  

 Podcasting:  This course is designed to help students become better communicators and storytellers  

through learning how to write, produce and create podcasts. Students will learn about the medium of  

podcasting and learn to tell their own stories in sound. The class will include lessons on storytelling,  

interviewing, researching, writing for the ear, and developing a “radio voice”. We will also spend time  

listening to and deconstructing great podcasts. Yet the primary objective of the class is to offer students a  

hands-on workshop for making original podcasts. The class is project-based, and students will be invited  

to experiment with creating scripted narrative podcasts, interview podcasts, documentary-style podcasts,  

fiction podcasts or free-form conversational podcasts.  2 Credits  

 Satire and Anti-War Literature:  In this elective,  students will explore dark humor and political 

critique  through the literary form of satire. We will examine the portrayal of conflict, peace, and human 

fallibility  through a wide range of texts by authors including Joseph Heller, Kurt Vonnegut, and Mark 

Twain.  Through class discussions and written analysis, we will build an understanding of what makes 

cultural  discourse meaningful, persuasive, and actionable by questioning the role of storytelling and the 

limits of  humor. Beyond a deep, respectful engagement with the material, students will be expected to 

demonstrate  their mastery through quizzes, essays, presentations, and creative writing.  2 Credits  

 Ecopoetics:  Although poets have long produced works  celebrating the beauty and splendor of the 

natural  world, contemporary writers have often been compelled by a more urgent attention to nature and 

its  vulnerability in a world of dizzying and frightening ecological change. This elective will take a deep 

dive  into the tradition of nature poetry and the rise of this more urgent offshoot we call ecopoetics. In 

addition  to reading a substantial amount of poetry, students will also take in a wide variety of nonfiction 
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and  critical writings concerning literary aesthetics, ecology, and political activism. Expectations include a  

deep engagement with the material as evidenced by respectful participation in classroom discussions  

(including workshops), quizzes, substantial creative work, critical writing, and an ongoing journal  

practice.  2 Credits  

 Experimental Writers of Color: This elective will look  to writers of color who are engaging in and  

expanding on the experimental tradition. Unsatisfied with inherited forms and genres, these writers  

generate bold new works, pushing the limits of what literature can be. While the experimental or  avant-

garde tradition in literature is well-established, the contributions of writers of color have largely  been 

ignored or underrepresented. Despite this, a tremendous body of work by inventive writers of color  has 

emerged, especially in recent years. The literature we’ll consider consists of fiction, essays, poetry,  

drama, and film. Often, these genres will combine and blend in ways which demand new considerations  

and new questions about the notion of genre itself. Expectations include a deep engagement with the  

material as evidenced by in-class discussion, reading quizzes, creative work, critical writing, and a  

culminating creative-critical project.  Honors,  2  Credits  Social Justice Concentration.  

 Beak to Tale: Ornithology for All:  If you think birds  are cool, take this course. If you have never  

thought much about birds, take this course. Birds have inspired and fascinated people for eons. They have  

been central links between people and the natural world; they have been important figures in our  

mythologies; they are symbols of nations; they are mascots of sports teams and schools. The first symbol  

on our crest is the owl, the bird associated with the wisdom of Athena. In this course, we will examine  

bird flight, migration, anatomy, behavior, song and communication—not only in the classroom, but out in  

the field. We will also read and write the world of birds. Students can choose to write in the realm of  

fiction, or of essay, or of research. Explore a new world! Get outside in the spring! Bridge the gap  

between “science” and “the humanities”!  2 Credits,  STEM Concentration.  

 WORLD LANGUAGES  

 Solebury School’s World Languages Department offers courses in Spanish, French, and Arabic. The goal  

of our department is to prepare students to communicate meaningfully in the target language while  

deepening their understanding of diverse global experiences. We believe that a proficiency-oriented  

approach to instruction is the best way to build language skills as well as student engagement in language  

learning. In lower level classrooms (I, II), this looks like a lot of input-based learning through exploring  

simple authentic resources and building basic tools of conversation. Intermediate levels (III, Conversation  

& Culture, IV) feature communication-oriented classrooms that delve into discussing cultural, current  

events, and more complex authentic resources in the target language. Our AP courses focus on increasing  

proficiency in the realms of interpersonal and presentational speaking and writing in preparation for the  

AP exam. All courses offered in World Languages fulfill a global studies program credit.  

 Solebury School students are required to complete three (3) years of World Language Courses at the high  

school level with two consecutive years in the same language (with a passing average) in order to  

graduate. At the end of the language requirement, students should be functionally proficient, able to  

address basic needs and express themselves in day to day interactions in target cultures. All students are  

strongly encouraged to continue their language studies beyond level III, since many competitive  

universities expect four or more years of language study.   

 Language-Centered Trips and Extracurricular Opportunities: We at Solebury School believe that 

practical,  real-life language experience is the perfect complement to the classroom.  In addition to regular 

trips  abroad to gain practical experience with the languages and cultures, we partner with the Haut-Lac  

Bilingual International School in St. Légier, Switzerland to provide an extended study abroad experience  
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and exchange program for interested students.  In recent years, Solebury School students and teachers  

have also gone to Spain, Switzerland, and France.  

 The World Language Department promotes culture on campus and connects Solebury to the global  

community. We sponsor events during and outside the school day, such as movie nights to explore and  

celebrate the art of cinema in other languages, Language Table Days to practice casual conversation, and  

several other cultural events on campus.   

 If you have any questions about Solebury School’s World Languages Department, please contact  

department chair Lucienne Knight:   e-mail:  lknight@solebury.org   Call:  (215) 862-5261 (ext 192)  

 FRENCH  

 French I:  French I offers a tremendous opportunity  for students who have no (or limited) experience 

with  the French language. Through a context-driven curriculum, students will acquire reading, writing,  

speaking and listening skills in the target language. Students learn new vocabulary and grammar  

structures through stories, interviews, videos, narrative texts, music and games. French I topics include  

numbers, colors, introductions, descriptions, family/heritage, school, daily habits, interests, travel,  

expression of opinions, future plans, and an exploratory look at countries of the Francophone world. The  

majority of the class is taught in simple and understandable French to emphasize student comprehension  

of the language. As students are increasingly exposed to the language, they will acquire new vocabulary  

and structures, resulting in natural production of French. By the end of this class, students will be exposed  

to the present, past, and near future tense of common regular and irregular verbs, idiomatic phrases,  

descriptive language, and practical daily expressions/small talk. French I is an interactional and  

communicative class that provides students with a solid foundation in language and culture.  Global  

Concentration , 6 Credits  

 French II:  Using the EntreCultures II textbook as a basis, students will build on the skills learned in  

French I to become more confident in their ability to communicate in French and their knowledge of  

francophone culture. Students improve their speaking and comprehension skills through consistent  

exposure to and use of French in the classroom. New vocabulary is contextualized and presented in  

videos or short texts and then practiced in daily conversations between students or interactive writing  

exercises. The course continues to explore French speaking cultures as each theme in the textbook also  

highlights a new country in the francophone world. Some of the themes addressed during this course are:  

daily routine, food culture, housing, and contemporary life. Grammar studies include an expansion of the  

passé composé, which they use with the imperfect tense to tell meaningful stories in the past, and the  

ability to describe themselves, others, and their surroundings.  Prerequisite: French I.  Global  

Concentration , 6 Credits  

 French III:   French III solidifies students have learned  in French I and II while providing more 

complex  and nuanced means of communication. Students further their input and output abilities in the 

language  through continued use and review of previously learned structures. Through a context-driven 

curriculum,  students improve their expressive language by learning to use the simple future and 

conditional mode  (used to discuss hypothetical situations), while practicing and integrating other verb 

forms. This class  utilizes culture and themes to introduce new structures and vocabulary. These include 

school/career paths,  environmental/social issues, art, identity, and digital citizenship. By the end of 

French III, students are  able to hold more philosophical and opinion-based discussions in which they 

understand and express  complex ideas in both oral, aural, read and written form. In this course, students 

work to review, master,  and fluidly integrate essential language concepts, applying them to new topics. 
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French III is an  interactional and communicative class that provides students with the opportunity to 

further their  foundation in French language and culture.  Prerequisite :  French II.  Global 

Concentration , 6 Credits  

 French IV:   In French IV, conducted exclusively in  French, students review and expand their skills in  

spoken and written French.  As they continue thematic vocabulary and grammar review and expansion,  

they will also read complex French and Francophone literature and periodicals, and they will watch  

French news, films, and videos. By the end of the year, they will be able to hold a conversation in French  

on a wide variety of topics, including politics and more philosophical subjects. Fourth-year classes are  

typically where students’ communication skills really take off!  At the end of this year, students should  

be  prepared either to take AP French, or to enter a third-year university French course. Assessments 

include  

 regular oral presentations, tests, quizzes, and compositions.  Prerequisite: French III.   Global  

Concentration , 6 Credits  

 AP French Language :  The AP French Language course  is designed to provide students with the tools 

to  improve their communicative abilities in French – spoken and written. This class, which is conducted  

exclusively in French, is comparable in difficulty to a third-year college class. We use a textbook  ( 

Thèmes ), but many other sources as well – French  news, music, film, literature and art. Our goals are  

simple but demanding: To expand vocabulary, to improve intercultural understanding, and to become  

proficient in each area of communication (interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational) in spoken and  

written French. The course hinges on six major themes: Global Challenges, Science & Technology;  

Contemporary Life, Personal & Public Identities, Family & Communities, and Beauty & Aesthetics. We  

will engage each of these themes, with an eye to the past, present, and future.  Prerequisite: B- or better  

in  French IV.  Global Concentration , 6 Credits  

 SPANISH  

 Spanish I:   Spanish 1 is a story-based curriculum  where students’ exposure to the language is  

meaningful, repetitive and contextualized, with a focus on aural comprehension. Stories, songs, reader’s  

theatre, videos, interactive online activities, authentic materials and other resources provide context for  

learning phrases and vocabulary related to numbers, colors, introductions, descriptions, family, daily  

habits, interests, body parts, travel, expression of opinions and future plans, and more. Students read  

simple novels together as a class, and gradually work toward reading independently. They learn about  

geography, holidays, customs, history, and culture of a variety of Spanish-speaking countries.  

 Expectations shift from comprehension at the beginning of the yearbook to production as the course, and  

students’ abilities, progress. Similarly, the course’s first focus is listening and reading, and writing and  

speaking are increased throughout the year organically. By the end of the year, students will have a strong  

enough grasp of the highest frequency verbs and phrases in the Spanish language to communicate in the  

present tense, have simple conversations about the world around them, and comprehend a great deal more  

as perceptive listeners.  Global Concentration , 6 Credits  

 Spanish II:  After students are introduced to the language  in level I, they continue on their journey of  

becoming independent participants (rather than passive observers) of the cultures we are studying. The  

goal of Spanish II is to support students in increasing their production and comprehension of the target  

language in order to not only enjoy and understand the cultural differences around them, but also  

communicate with confidence in their interactions with Spanish speakers. This course will expand the  

student’s understanding of language and culture through a textbook (Entreculturas 2), games, songs, and  

other authentic resources. By the end of the year, students will have read multiple short texts, expand the  
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complexity of their writing, and present various topics to their peers both formally and informally. From a  

grammatical standpoint, students will acquire the fundamentals of the present and past tenses as well as  

the introduction of the imperative mood. Family, school, chores, daily routines, transportation, food, and  

travel are amongst the topics covered throughout the year, anchored by relevant traditions and essential  

customs in Spanish-speaking communities.  Prerequisite:  Spanish I.  Global Concentration , 6 Credits  

 Spanish III:  Spanish III strengthens and builds on  what students have learned in Spanish I and II.  

Students are now ready to start producing the language and are encouraged to use their knowledge to  

communicate in the target language. Through projects and thematic units, such as health and wellness,  

daily routines, the environment and sustainability, the arts and traveling, and discussing the future,  

students build their ability to function in a Spanish-speaking environment. Furthermore, by reading stories  

and articles and watching videos in Spanish, students will strengthen their vocabulary and  

comprehension. Some of the grammar structures include preterite vs. imperfect, future vs. conditional, the  

imperative and present subjunctive moods.  By the end of the year, students will be able to narrate past  

events, discuss future and hypothetical situations, offer suggestions, advice and recommendations,  

express opinions about abstract topics, circumlocute, comprehend native speakers in contextualized  

situations, and write without relying heavily on outside resources.  Prerequisite: Spanish II.   Global  

Concentration , 6 Credits  

 Spanish IV:   This course will expand the student’s  understanding of language, culture, and literature in  

Spanish, in order to find new personal interests, abilities, and knowledge. By the end of the year students  

will read several literature pieces, expand their writing to the essay level, and present various topics to  

their peers both formally and informally. From a grammatical standpoint, students will have mastered all  

the major verb tenses by the end of the year, in addition to fine-tuning their understanding of the complex  

subjunctive mood. While the content of the course is subject to change based on global events, past units  

have included fine arts, historical figures, personal relationships, volunteerism, amongst other topics.  

 Prerequisite: Spanish III.  Global Concentration , 6  Credits  

 Spanish Conversation and Culture . This conversation-based class is designed to develop and 

strengthen  Spanish conversational fluency through an exploration of current events, history, and cultural 

traditions in  the Spanish-speaking world. These include authentic resources such as international media, 

literature, and  films. Students are expected to be more autonomous and are responsible for class 

discussions and  presentations. It can be taken instead of or in addition to Spanish IV or AP Spanish, and 

is designed for  students who would like targeted practice in conversational speaking. Please note that 

Spanish IV is the  prerequisite for AP Spanish.  Prerequisite: Spanish  IV or higher (exceptional students 

who have  completed level III, if recommended by their teacher).  Global Concentration ,  Social Justice  

Concentration ,  6 Credits  

 AP Spanish Language & Culture:   Conducted exclusively  in Spanish, this rigorous course analyzes a  

variety of topics in the Spanish-speaking world from the perspective of six major themes: family and  

communities, science and technology, beauty and aesthetics, contemporary life, global challenges, and  

personal and public identities. Students should expect to explore these ideas through intellectual  

discussions and debates in class, in conjunction with argumentative essays, cultural comparisons, and  

interpersonal responses both in and outside of class. Formal and informal reading, writing, listening and  

speaking skills will all be strengthened by the in-depth study of vocabulary and lexical variation.  

Grammar is not explicitly taught in this course, though students can expect occasional review of advanced  

grammar concepts.  They should enter the class with near mastery of all grammatical structures and  

modes. This course prepares students to sit for the AP exam in May. With the assistance of the  Temas  

textbook and  AP Preparation  workbook, authentic sources  by native speakers help form the foundation 
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of  each lesson. At the end of the year, students should be ready for an upper-level university course in  

Spanish – and a wide variety of real-life experiences using the Spanish language.   Prerequisite: B or  

higher in Sp. IV.  Global Concentration ,  AP , 6 Credits  

 ARABIC  

 Arabic I:  In the first year of Arabic, students will  begin the year by learning the Arabic alphabet,  

including reading and writing letters. They will also learn to pronounce sounds while working on basic  

conversational skills such as greeting others and introducing themselves. We will also explore where  

Arabic is spoken and the differences between dialects. Class time will include exploring Middle Eastern  

history and modern culture through music, films, current events, and literature. During the year, students  

will expand their knowledge of Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) and colloquial Arabic developing the  

skills to speak and write about their families, studies, preferences, and activities. Additionally, they will  

develop an understanding of the root and pattern system which will help them use skimming and scanning  

techniques to pick out pertinent information in short texts.  Global Concentration ,  AP , 6 Credits  

 MATHEMATICS  

 The primary goal of the Mathematics Department is to develop a curriculum sequence that meets the  

academic needs of all Solebury School students.  Above all, students are encouraged to achieve their  

highest mathematical potential.  Many students desire an aggressive math sequence that provides  

enriching, challenging opportunities, whereas other students look for a program that will build their  

confidence and comfort level with a discipline that is difficult for them.  In developing a curriculum  

sequence, we recognize that students come from diverse backgrounds and therefore students are placed  

into courses that will best fit their individual needs.  

 The department offers courses that range from Algebra to Advanced Placement Calculus.  Additionally,  

the department offers electives each year that provide students with an opportunity to explore, analyze,  

and appreciate mathematics through a nontraditional approach.  Three years of mathematics are required  

for graduation with successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. Students are  

encouraged to communicate with their math teacher, school adviser, and parents as they determine the  

appropriate sequence of courses for their high school program.  Additionally, it is important for students  

in their sophomore and junior years to check the mathematics requirements of potential colleges, as many  

universities recommend (or require) four years of math from applicants.  

 All students enrolled in math courses are required to obtain a graphing calculator.  Today, calculators are  

an integral component of the learning process and students need to be adept at using this technology.  

Additionally, a graphing calculator is required by most colleges as well as on standardized math tests  

such as the SAT, ACT, SAT II subject tests, and the AP Calculus and Statistics exams.  The department  

strongly recommends that students purchase a TI-84 Plus.  The school has a small supply of calculators  

that can be lent to students for the school year if needed and are distributed on a first come, first served  

basis.    

 If you have any questions about Solebury School’s Mathematics Department, please contact department  

chair Michelle Gavin:  

  E-mail:   mgavin@solebury.org     Call:  (215) 862-5261  (ext 132)  
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 MATH SUPPORT PROGRAM  

 Math Support Program (MSP) is a learning enrichment and support program which provides innovative  

resources and a nurturing environment to support the math curriculum at Solebury School.  This program  

includes three main components:  

● Algebraic Concepts I  

● Algebraic Concepts II  

● Geometry Concepts  

 Algebraic Concepts Course I and II and Geometry Concepts  

 This three-year math sequence is for students with math disabilities or significant difficulties with math.  

For some students, one year with math support is needed followed by mainstreamed classes.  For others,  

support is provided for all three levels of mathematics: Algebraic Concepts I, Geometry Concepts and  

Algebraic Concepts II.  Successful completion of this three year sequence fulfills graduation  

requirements.  We offer Algebraic Concepts I every year and teach the Geometry or Algebraic II course  

every other year.  

● Students will discover the fundamentals of algebra through a multisensory and multidimensional  

type of curriculum.  

● By the end of the year of Algebraic Concepts I, students in the program will have a stronger  

foundation in algebraic concepts.  This foundation includes: number sense, operations, analytical  

analysis, multi-step equations, problem solving, as well as procedural and computational fluency.  

● By the end of the year of Algebraic Concepts II, students in the program will have studied the  

main topics inherent to an Algebra curriculum.  These topics include: linear, quadratic, and  

polynomial functions, radicals, data analysis, exponential functions, and problem solving skills.    

● By the end of the year in Geometry Concepts, students in the program will have a stronger  

understanding of two-dimensional plane Geometry as it applies to polygons, stronger critical  

thinking skills as it applies to conjectures in proofs, and stronger spatial reasoning.  ●   

Technology will be infused whenever appropriate.  

 If you have any questions about Solebury School’s Math Support Program, please contact the director of  

the program, Michelle Gavin.    

  E-mail:  mgavin@solebury.org   Call:  (215) 862-5261  (ext 132)  

 YEARLONG COURSES  

 Algebraic Concepts I:  Students will discover the fundamentals  of algebra within this course. They will  

be taught through a multisensory and multidimensional type of curriculum. This course is slower-paced  

with built-in support for reaching and furthering the analysis of topics covered in Algebra I. These  

fundamentals include number sense, operations, analytical analysis, two-step equations, problem-solving,  

procedural and computational fluency. Technology will be infused whenever appropriate. Enrollment in  

this course is predicated on joining the Math Support Program and entails an additional fee. For a  

description of the broader program, please see the information above in the Math Department section.  

Prerequisite: Recommendation of Director of Math Support. 6 credits  

 Algebra I:  This course thoroughly examines basic  algebraic principles.  Topics covered include  

simplifying expressions using the appropriate order of operations, solving first and second degree  

equations in one variable with both algebraic and graphical methods, solving absolute value equations and  

inequalities, and the concept of functions.  Additionally, students will simplify and solve rational  
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equations as well as examine the basic principles surrounding radical expressions.  Students will explore  

linear and quadratic functions, as well as systems of equations in two variables.  Throughout the course,  

an emphasis will be placed on solving real-world problems with both algebraic and graphical processes.  

6 credits  

 Geometry Concepts:  Students will discover the fundamentals  of Geometry within this course. This  

course is slower-paced with built-in support for reaching and furthering the analysis of topics covered in  

Geometry. These fundamentals include basic definitions (points, lines, planes, etc.), relationships within  

parallel and perpendicular lines, similar and congruent triangles, quadrilaterals, circles, right triangle  

trigonometry, and formulas relating to plane and solid figures. Technology will be infused whenever  

appropriate. Enrollment in this course is predicated on joining the Math Support Program and entails and  

additional fee. For a description of the broader program, please see the information above in the Math  

Department section.  Prerequisite: Recommendation of  Director of Math Support. 6 credits  

 Geometry :  The purpose of the course is for students  to discover the conjectures and definitions of  

geometry through hands-on investigations.  Students will learn to apply deductive and inductive reasoning  

as they examine geometric proofs.  Relationships and properties such as congruence and similarity will be  

examined in depth.  Additionally, students will investigate the properties of circles, right triangle  

trigonometry, and formulas relating to plane and solid figures.  Inherent in the course is the development  

of critical thinking skills, logic, and geometrical visualization.  Time permitting, an exploration of  

symmetry and/or a review of algebra will be included at the conclusion of the course, as most students  

will be entering Algebra II the following year.   Prerequisite:  Algebra I. 6 credits  

 Honors Geometry:  This honors version of Geometry  is intended for students who plan to follow  

mathematics through AP Calculus.  There will be a more in-depth analysis of topics covered in Geometry,  

as well as a greater emphasis on critical thinking skills and proofs.   Prerequisite: A- or higher in  Algebra 

I  or with teacher recommendation; B or higher in Honors Algebra I or with teacher recommendation.  

This  course may be taken concurrently with Honors Algebra II & Trigonometry.   Honors , 6 credits  

 Algebra II:  This course is recommended for students  who need a moderately paced approach to 

Algebra  II. The subject matter includes a brief review of first-degree polynomials followed by an in-

depth study of  higher-power polynomials as well as rational, radical, exponential, and logarithmic 

functions. Attention is  given to the relationship between functions and their graphs.  This course enables 

students to move on to  

 Pre-Calculus, and it fulfills the graduation requirement.  Prerequisite:  Algebra I.  6 credits  

 Honors Algebra II and Trigonometry:  A faster-paced and more in-depth analysis of the topics covered  

in Algebra II.  Additionally, this course provides a thorough introduction to trigonometry.  This course is  

recommended for students who plan to follow mathematics through AP Calculus.  Students in this course  

will be prepared for Honors Pre-Calculus.  Prerequisite:  A- or higher in Algebra I or Geometry or with  

teacher recommendation; B or higher in Honors Geometry or with teacher recommendation.   Honors , 6  

credits.  

 Pre-Calculus:   This course is designed to give students  more preparation for calculus by furthering 

their  study of algebra and geometry.  Additional topics include an in-depth analysis of trigonometry, an  

introduction to polar and parametric equations, and conic sections.  Successful completion of this course  

enables students to move on to AP Calculus AB.   Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation in Algebraic II  

Concepts; B- or higher in Algebra II or with teacher recommendation. 6 credits  



 21  

 Honors Pre-Calculus:  This course is a faster-paced  and more in-depth analysis of the topics covered in  

Precalculus.  Time permitting, additional topics include:  series and sequences, partial fraction  

decomposition, and an introduction to calculus. Students must have working knowledge of trigonometry  

concepts prior to entering Honors Precalculus, including: unit circle, sinusoidal functions, trigonometric  

identities, law of sines and cosines, and solving trigonometric equations.  This course enables students to  

move on to AP Calculus BC.  Prerequisite: A- or higher  in Algebra II or with teacher recommendation  

(students must speak with the department chair for additional summer coursework that must be completed  

prior to starting the course in the fall); B or higher in Honors Algebra II and Trig or with teacher  

recommendation.   Honors , 6 credits  

 Calculus:  This course is a full year calculus course  designed to introduce students to the fundamental  

concepts of calculus, including limits, derivatives, and integrals, in a non-honors, non-AP setting. We will  

learn each of these topics through graphical, numerical, analytical, and verbal approaches.  

 Communication and effective use of mathematical language are major goals of this course. The use of a  

graphing calculator and spreadsheets will also be used to support an understanding of calculus topics.  

Prerequisite: B or higher in Precalculus or with teacher recommendation. 6 credits  

 AP Calculus AB (Calculus I):  This course is equivalent  to a first semester college calculus course,  

covering differential and integral calculus.  Students will study limits of functions, continuity, derivatives  

and applications of the derivative.  As part of integral calculus, students will examine the definite integral  

as a limit of Riemann sums, the area under a curve, solving differential equations, and various  

applications to economics, biological, and physical situations.  Students are required to take the AB  

Advanced Placement exam in May.  Prerequisite: A- or  higher in Precalculus or with teacher  

recommendation.   AP , 6 credits  

 AP Calculus BC (Calculus I & Calculus II):  This course  is a full year calculus course that includes all  

of the topics covered in AP Calculus AB plus topics typically covered in a Calculus II course at the  

college level.  Technology will be an important part of the class to reinforce work and to interpret results  

of various experiments and data. This course is faster paced than the AB course and students should be  

prepared to attend occasional class sessions outside of the regularly scheduled times. Students entering  

AP Calculus BC should have working knowledge of limits, continuity, and differentiation rules. Students  

are required to take the BC Advanced Placement exam in May.  Prerequisite: B or higher in Honors  

Precalculus or with teacher recommendation.   AP,  6  credits.  

 AP Statistics :  The Advanced Placement course in Statistics  is equivalent to a one-semester 

introductory,  non-calculus-based, college course in statistics.  The AP Statistics course covers four broad 

themes which  include: exploring data, planning a study, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference.  

This course is  writing intensive.  Students who have successfully completed Algebra II and who possess 

sufficient  mathematical maturity are eligible for this course.  Students are required to take the Advanced 

Placement  exam in May.  Prerequisite: A- or better in Algebra  II or with teacher recommendation.   AP,  

Social  Justice Concentration,  6 credits  

 Multivariable Calculus :  This yearlong course is similar  to a third semester study of calculus at the  

collegiate level and is a continuation of the topics typically studied in Calculus I and II.  While calculus  

up until this point has focused on the study of scalar-valued functions of one variable, multivariable  

calculus considers multiple inputs and vector-valued outputs and thus students will learn to analyze  

functions in a multidimensional setting.  Familiar topics such as graphing, differentiation, and integration  

will be extended as students learn about vector algebra and geometry in space, vector-valued functions,  

functions of several variables, partial derivatives and chain rules, Lagrange multipliers, multiple  

integration, iterated integrals, and change of variables.  Students may exercise the option to take this  



 22  

course for three college credits in “Advanced Calculus” through Delaware Valley University.  

Registration and tuition payment of $400 to Del Val will occur during the fall term for interested  students 

.   Prerequisite:  Completion of AP Calculus  BC or with approval of the department chair. 6  credits  .  

 Statistics:  This yearlong course is an introduction  course in statistics intended for students who want to  

understand statistics through a wide lens.  It is not an AP course and does not follow the AP curriculum.   

Topics discussed include: displaying and describing data, samples and sample size, the normal curve,  

regression probability, statistical inference, confidence intervals and hypothesis testing with applications  

in the real world.  Students will be designing, testing and reporting on statistics.  Social Justice  

 Concentration,  Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra  II or taking Algebra II concurrently.  6 credits .  

 FALL TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Personal Financial Mathematics:  This course can be  taken in the fall, winter, and/or spring trimesters.  

 This course will use a mixture of arithmetic and algebraic skills to explore the world of personal finance.  

Real-word applications will also be incorporated to build upon financial competence. The main topics to  

be covered include checking and savings accounts, types of credit and managing credit, paying for  college, 

budgeting, investing, taxes, insurance, and consumer skills  .  Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra  II.  2 

credits.  

 WINTER TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Personal Financial Mathematics:  This course can be  taken in the fall, winter, and/or spring trimesters.  

 This course will use a mixture of arithmetic and algebraic skills to explore the world of personal finance.  

Real-word applications will also be incorporated to build upon financial competence. The main topics to  

be covered include checking and savings accounts, types of credit and managing credit, paying for  college, 

budgeting, investing, taxes, insurance, and consumer skills  .  Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra  II.  2 

credits.  

 SPRING TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Personal Financial Mathematics:  This course can be  taken in the fall, winter, and/or spring trimesters.  

 This course will use a mixture of arithmetic and algebraic skills to explore the world of personal finance.  

Real-word applications will also be incorporated to build upon financial competence. The main topics to  

be covered include checking and savings accounts, types of credit and managing credit, paying for  college, 

budgeting, investing, taxes, insurance, and consumer skills  .  Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra  II.  2 

credits.  

 SCIENCE  

 The Science curriculum at Solebury School provides students with diverse and challenging opportunities  

to explore the world of Science. Our required courses of Conceptual Physics, taken in the 9  th  or 10  th  

grade,  and Biology, taken primarily in the 11  th  grade, teach  students to think like scientists. In these 

classes,  students develop their critical thinking skills through analysis, problem-solving, observation and  

experimentation. In addition, these courses give students a basic understanding of our physical universe,  
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and of human beings as physical, biological and psychological beings, so that they can make informed  

decisions about society and themselves.   

 As with many of the programs at Solebury, the Science curriculum allows students to follow their own  

individual interests as they choose courses beyond the graduation requirements. It also allows for  

flexibility within the core sequence of classes. For students interested in a rigorous academic track, our  

Honors Science sequence includes students taking Honors Physics, Honors Chemistry and Honors/AP  

Biology. During the general level sequence, students will take Conceptual Physics, General Chemistry  

and General Biology. Electives can be taken starting in 10th grade and change regularly in order to  

provide Solebury students with an incredibly diverse choice of classes. Past elective courses have  

included Astronomy, Forensic Science, Genetics, Climatology, Physiology of Exercise and Nutrition, and  

Microbiology.  

 If you have any questions about Solebury School’s Science Department, please contact department chair  

 E-mail: kayla.hutwelker@solebury.org  

 YEARLONG COURSES  

 Conceptual Physics:  Conceptual Physics is a hands-on  introduction to the basic concepts of 

kinematics,  matter, energy, waves, and electricity requiring no more than elementary algebra familiar to 

ninth graders.  It will emphasize critical thinking skills, group work, laboratory skills, and basic 

mathematical physics  principles. Students are also introduced to the fundamentals involved in writing lab 

reports.  Required. No  prerequisites, however students should be concurrently enrolled in Algebra I at 

a minimum .  Conceptual Physics  is intended for 9  th  and 10  th  graders.  6 credits  

 Honors Physics :This is an algebra-based, introductory  and college preparatory physics course. Students  

begin to develop their understanding of physics through classroom study, in-class activity, and hands-on,  

inquiry-based laboratory work as they explore concepts including kinematics and dynamics, circular  

motion and gravitation, energy, momentum, wave behavior and an introduction to optics.  

 Prerequisites: Geometry and be concurrently taking Algebra II .  Honors Physics is intended for 9  th  &  

 10 th   graders. It is not available to those who have  already taken a high school physics course . 6 credits 

.  

 AP Physics 1:  This course accomplishes the objectives  of the Advanced Placement Physics 1 syllabus.  

AP Physics 1 is the equivalent to a first-semester college mechanics course in algebra-based physics. The  

course covers the following eight units: 1) Kinematics; 2) Dynamics; 3) Circular Motion and Gravitation;  

4) Work and Energy; 5) Momentum; 6) Rotational Motion; 7) Simple Harmonic Motion, and 8) Fluid  

Dynamics. Extensive work in the laboratory is utilized to develop science application and reasoning skills  

and to enhance the understanding of important physical phenomena and concepts. At the core of the  

course is an emphasis on science practices and inquiry-based investigations that require a variety of  

critical thinking skills. At the end of the course, students are required to take the AP Physics 1 exam.  

Prerequisites: Algebra II.  AP Physics 1 is intended  for 11th and 12th graders. 10th graders must get 

their  current teacher’s recommendation.  AP ,  6 credits  

 General Chemistry:  In General Chemistry, we apply important concepts from physics, particularly  

forces and energy changes, to allow us to predict and explain the structure, properties, and behavior of  

matter. We begin the course discussing the small particle nature of matter and the development of modern  

atomic theory. Then, we explore how the arrangement of the Periodic Table of Elements is based on the  
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structure of an atom’s electron cloud and atomic properties. Next, we relate atomic properties to the  

formation, structure, and properties of ionic and molecular compounds. Finally, we explore how  

molecular interactions lead to chemical reactions and learn how to make quantitative predictions about  

reactions using stoichiometry. Students in General Chemistry can expect to work in groups to conduct  

experiments and/or use simulations to collect data for analysis and interpretation, discuss their ideas and  

conclusions with the class, and practice constructing scientific explanations and arguments based on  

evidence and scientific principles.  Prerequisites:  Conceptual Physics and Algebra I.  General  

Chemistry  is  intended for 10  th  graders . 6 credits  

 Honors Chemistry:  This is the honors version of the  General Chemistry class (above) and is a  

prerequisite for taking AP Chemistry at Solebury.  It is intended to be a rigorous introduction to academic  

and laboratory practices for students who plan to take science courses in college. In addition to exploring  

the topics and skills from General Chemistry in greater depth, this class will provide an introduction to  

thermodynamics, acid-base chemistry, and organic chemistry. There are more demands in this course  

compared to General Chemistry, and this class will move at a rapid pace. Students in Honors Chemistry  

can expect to learn via a combination of traditional lecture, class discussions, and laboratory experiments.  

Prerequisites: Honors Physics or departmental recommendation or permission of instructor. Students are  

expected to have strong algebra skills; however, this course may be  taken concurrently with Algebra II  

with permission of the instructor.  Honors Chemistry  is intended for 10  th  graders.  Honors,  6 credits  

 General Biology:  Biology is a laboratory-based science  course that covers the study of living things 

and  allows students to explore a variety of concepts. Biology focuses on the study of life by examining 

the  fundamental concepts of cellular biology, biochemistry, genetics, ecology, evolution, and 

classification.  The scientific process and laboratory skills are emphasized along with biology’s 

connection to other  scientific disciplines. Outdoor explorations and experimentation are embedded into 

the curriculum with  relevance to the subject matter. In addition, students learn scientific writing skills 

and experimental  design.  Required.  Biology is intended for 11  th  graders .  6 credits  

 Honors Biology/AP Biology:  The course that literally  makes science come to life.  The diversity of life 

is  immense in every way.  In time, the history of life spans 3.7 billion years.  In size, life spans from  

organisms completely invisible to the naked eye to dinosaurs heavier than 2 fully loaded dump trucks.  In  

complexity, life spans from single cells to sentient bipedal primates – oh wait, that’s us!  This course is  

where the universal laws of physics and the materials of chemistry, when arranged just right, become the  

study of life.  This course is structured around four big ideas of biology.  These ideas serve as the  

foundation of the course and allow students to create meaningful connections among course concepts.  

The four big ideas are (1) the process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life, (2) biological  

systems use energy and molecular building blocks to grow, reproduce, and maintain dynamic  

homeostasis, (3) Living systems store, retrieve, transit, and respond to importation essential to life  

processes, and (4) biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions exhibit complex  

properties.  These four big ideas will be reviewed and applied across every topic we study.  

 Honors Biology is a laboratory-based course that is designed to familiarize the student with the major  

concepts of biological science.  Honors Biology is designed for the highly motivated student with a strong  

interest in the field of science.  Students also have the option to register for this course for AP credit.  In  

order to receive AP credit, students must complete some additional reading, attend biweekly review  

sessions during Flex.  Students will also be given college-level assessments and take the AP exam in 

May.  

 Honors/AP  Biology is intended for 11  th  graders .  6  credits  
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 AP Environmental Science:  The AP Environmental Science  course is designed to engage students 

with  the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships 

within  the natural world. The course requires that students identify and analyze natural and human-made  

environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and examine  

alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them.  The course begins with the study of ecology and  

earth science, then moves to land and resource use, and finally covers human impacts on the environment  

including pollution and climate change.  Environmental science is interdisciplinary, embracing topics  

from geology, biology, environmental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and geography.   The 

AP  Environmental Science course is designed to be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory 

college  course in environmental science.  

 Prerequisites: Successful completion  or concurrent enrollment of Biology . Global,  AP , 6 credits  

 Chemistry 2:  Course description pending.  

 Honors Human Anatomy : This course will concentrate  on the Anatomy and Physiology of the human  

organism.  Topics will include basic anatomical directional terms and taking an in-depth look at each  

system. Throughout the year, several dissections of organs will be performed and an end of the year  

dissection of a fetal pig. In addition, there will be one field trip to the Mutter Museum of the College of  

Physicians and Pharmacy. There is a heavy emphasis upon vocabulary in this course and information will  

be assigned to students with the expectation that they will learn much of it on their own. Grades will be  

determined by a series of tests, quizzes, and lab work.  Prerequisites: B or better in Biology or taken  

concurrently with Biology.  Anatomy and Physiology is intended for 11   th   and 12  th  graders .  6 credits  

 AP Computer Science Principles :  AP Computer Science  Principles is an introductory college-level  

computing course that introduces students to the breadth of the field of computer science. Students learn  

to design and evaluate solutions and apply computer science to solve problems through the development  

of algorithms and programs. They incorporate abstraction into programs and use data to discover new  

knowledge. Students also explain how computing innovations and computing systems—including the  

internet—work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture that is collaborative  

and ethical.  Prerequisites : Introductory Computer  Science Elective or prior programming experience  

recommended .  6 credits , AP  

 AP Computer Science A : AP Computer Science A introduces  students to computer science through  

programming. Fundamental topics in this course include the design of solutions to problems, the use of  

data structures to organize large sets of data, the development and implementation of algorithms to  

process data and discover new information, the analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and social  

implications of computing systems. The course emphasizes object-oriented programming and design  

using the Java programming language. AP Computer Science A is a year-long course designed to help  

students master the basics of Java and equip them to successfully pass the College Board AP Computer  

 Science A Exam at the end of the school year.  Prerequisites :  AP Computer Science Principles and  

Algebra 1 recommended  AP ,  6 credits  

FALL TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Engineering I:  This class is designed to be an educational  and entertaining single trimester introduction  

to applied STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) concepts. Using basic aviation  

concepts as a foundation for design, group and project based learning will be emphasized in this course  

with a curriculum designed to introduce students to basic engineering design concepts and project  

management fundamentals necessary to plan and build a project while adhering to an anticipated  

schedule. Modern skills and technology used to assemble basic projects will be introduced with a focus  
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on design using computers and access to the school’s 3D printers, laser cutters and makerspace materials.  

The technical aspects of coding and computer programming are not emphasized in this course, although  

students with a more technical background are welcome to contribute additional levels of engineered  

complexity to their group projects.  Counts as Arts  or  Science credits . Prerequisite: None . 2 credits.    

 Engineering II:  This class will work with the applied  STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and  

Mathematics) concepts from the Engineering I class and use them to demonstrate projects for practical  

use. The emphasis of the class will be on the design of projects which reinforce mechanical design skills  

while incorporating advanced technology including 3D printing and programmable circuit design.  

Students will learn to independently operate and maintain the IDEA Lab makerspace equipment including  

the 3D printers and laser cutters.  Group and individual final projects will be expected at the end of the  

trimester, including an opportunity to participate in a regional engineering competition. Students will also  

have the opportunity to experiment with the schools VR equipment and drones. Prerequisite: Engineering  

 I.  2 credits  

 Computer Programming: Introduction to Coding:  This  course offers an introduction to computer  

science covering the foundations of computer science and basic programming, with an emphasis on  

developing logical thinking and problem-solving skills. Each unit of the course is broken down into  

lessons. Lessons consist of video tutorials, example programs to explore, and written programming  

exercises. This course is designed for beginners and does not require any computer programming  

experience. The course is intended to be dynamic, and interactive for new coders. 2 credits  

 Game Development : In this course, you will learn the  fundamentals of game development as you  

program your own exciting projects from scratch in C#. As you iterate with prototypes, tackle  

programming challenges, and develop your own personal project, you will gain the necessary skills to  

design and build games using the Unity game engine.  No pre-requisites or prior knowledge is required,  

just bring your curiosity.  2 credits  

 Health:  This course provides an opportunity for students  to learn about fitness, nutrition, drug use and  

abuse, lifestyle choices, sexually transmitted diseases, environmental health issues, birth control and other  

topics surrounding a person's physical and psychological well-being .   This course is intended for 9  th  

and  10 th   grade students .  Required  1 credit  

 Microbiology : Students will be exposed to identification  of microorganisms (bacteria, viruses, 

parasites,  fungi, etc.) using microscopes and basic microbiology lab techniques. We will explore the 

beneficial and  harmful effects that microorganisms have in our world today.  There will be labs 

incorporated into class  time. Class will include lecture, lab, research, and projects.  Prerequisite: none. 

Microbiology is intended  for 10  th  , 11  th  and 12  th  graders. 2 credits  

WINTER TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Engineering I:  This class is designed to be an educational  and entertaining single trimester introduction  

to applied STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) concepts. Using basic aviation  

concepts as a foundation for design, group and project based learning will be emphasized in this course  

with a curriculum designed to introduce students to basic engineering design concepts and project  

management fundamentals necessary to plan and build a project while adhering to an anticipated  

schedule. Modern skills and technology used to assemble basic projects will be introduced with a focus  

on design using computers and access to the school’s 3D printers, laser cutters and makerspace materials.  

The technical aspects of coding and computer programming are not emphasized in this course, although  
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students with a more technical background are welcome to contribute additional levels of engineered  

complexity to their group projects.  Counts as Arts  or  Science credits .  Prerequisite: None. 2 credits.    

 Engineering II:  This class will work with the applied  STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and  

Mathematics) concepts from the Engineering I class and use them to demonstrate projects for practical  

use. The emphasis of the class will be on the design of projects which reinforce mechanical design skills  

while incorporating advanced technology including 3D printing and programmable circuit design.  

Students will learn to independently operate and maintain the IDEA Lab makerspace equipment including  

the 3D printers and laser cutter.  Group and individual final projects will be expected at the end of the  

trimester, including an opportunity to participate in a regional engineering competition. Students will also  

have the opportunity to experiment with the schools VR equipment and drones.  Prerequisite: Engineering  

 I.  2 credits  

 Forensics : This course is intended to be an opportunity  for students to apply various aspects of previous  

science classes to the collection and interpretation of physical evidence. The lectures and in-class labs will  

include a variety of methods of crime scene investigation including inspecting a crime scene, blood  

spatter analysis, entomology, hair and fiber analysis, fingerprint analysis and other relevant methods of  

evidence collection. Case studies will also be used to gain a greater appreciation for how forensic  

investigation is used in the solving of crimes. Coursework includes lectures, hands-on lab activities, and  

projects. Prerequisites: None.    Forensics is intended  for 10 th   , 11  th  , and 12  th  graders . 2 credits  

 Health:  This course provides an opportunity for students  to learn about fitness, nutrition, drug use and  

abuse, lifestyle choices, sexually transmitted diseases, environmental health issues, birth control and other  

topics surrounding a person's physical and psychological well-being .   This course is intended for 9  th  

and  10 th   grade students .  Required  1 credit  

 Computer Programming: Introduction to Coding:  This  course offers an introduction to computer  

science covering the foundations of computer science and basic programming, with an emphasis on  

developing logical thinking and problem-solving skills. Each unit of the course is broken down into  

lessons. Lessons consist of video tutorials, example programs to explore, and written programming  

exercises. This course is designed for beginners and does not require any computer programming  

experience. The course is intended to be dynamic, and interactive for new coders. 2 credits  

 Robotics:  This course will teach students the foundations  of building and programming autonomous  

robots. The course is designed to get students thinking about the patterns and structure of not just  

robotics, but also programming and problem-solving more generally. Robotics components will be used  

to provide a structured sequence of programming activities in real-world project-based contexts. No  

prerequisites or prior knowledge required.  2 credits  

SPRING TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Astronomy:  The Solar System: Exploring Our Cosmic  Neighborhood: "The Solar System" is an 

elective  science course.  The foundation for the course will be the history of astronomy, and the evolution 

of  mankind’s understanding of the stars and planets. Students will begin the trimester investigating the  

Earth-Moon system, followed by "The Solar System," and finally moving on to stars and galaxies. While  

this course will offer merely a glimpse of all that there is to learn in the field of astronomy, students  

should leave the course with the skills and knowledge needed to pursue their interest further if they  

choose. In addition to the topics covered in this course, students will learn how to use telescopes and other  

observational techniques. Students will be expected to participate in an evening of observation on  

campus, and to attend a field trip to an astronomy-based site off-campus. A basic understanding of  
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physics, and both geometry and trigonometry, is useful for students who wish to take this course.  

Prerequisite: Biology or taking Biology concurrently.  This course is intended for 11  th  and 12  th  grade  

students . 2  credits  

 Cybersecurity : This course is designed for students  who are interested in exploring the foundations of  

Cybersecurity. The focus will include the implementation and monitoring of security on network and  

computer systems. Students will investigate strategies to identify and protect against security threats such  

as hackers, eavesdropping, and network attacks. The basics of cryptography and logical reasoning will be  

explored. Hands-on labs will provide practice in the configuration and mitigation of system  

vulnerabilities. No prerequisites or prior knowledge required.  2  credits  

 Engineering I:  This class is designed to be an educational  and entertaining single trimester introduction  

to applied STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) concepts. Using basic aviation  

concepts as a foundation for design, group and project based learning will be emphasized in this course  

with a curriculum designed to introduce students to basic engineering design concepts and project  

management fundamentals necessary to plan and build a project while adhering to an anticipated  

schedule. Modern skills and technology used to assemble basic projects will be introduced with a focus  

on design using computers and access to the school’s 3D printers, laser cutters and makerspace materials.  

The technical aspects of coding and computer programming are not emphasized in this course, although  

students with a more technical background are welcome to contribute additional levels of engineered  

complexity to their group projects.  Counts as Arts  or  Science credits .  Prerequisite: None. 2 credits.    

 Engineering II: Submersibles:  Course description pending  

 Prerequisite: Engineering I.  2 credits  

 Health:  This course provides an opportunity for students  to learn about fitness, nutrition, drug use and  

abuse, lifestyle choices, sexually transmitted diseases, environmental health issues, birth control and other  

topics surrounding a person's physical and psychological well-being .   This course is intended for 9  th  

and  10 th   grade students.  1 credit  

 HISTORY  

 The Solebury Social Studies department has designed a program that encourages students to build both  

skills and content knowledge in a deliberate progression.  On the skills side this means laying a  

foundation that instills critical thinking to best appreciate different perspectives; becoming comfortable  

with a variety of communication and presentation modes; and developing a proper understanding of the  

research method and research-based writing.  On the content side it means understanding the cultural,  

economic, political, and intellectual histories of both western and non-western cultures; investigating  

ethics and the formation of character; and developing a nuanced understanding of US history and  

government. The sequence runs from 9th to 12the grade and is augmented by a rich array of electives  

taught by members of the department and part-time instructors with relevant expertise.  

 Twelve credits in Social Studies are required.  Twelve credits must be taken in World History 9 and  

United States History.  Nearly every student elects to take at least 18 credits (3 full years), and many  

students take more than 24 credits (4 full years).  Most courses are organized around seminar style  

discussions and lean into any interdisciplinary opportunities that present themselves along the way.  

 For those students who want to pursue study at the highest level in high school and college, our program  

provides excellent opportunities for advanced work through Honors and AP courses beyond our regular  

and elective offerings.  Students who are most successful in both Honors and AP courses demonstrate the  
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following qualities:  desire to be engaged in the learning experience; a willingness to seek teacher  

feedback and embrace revision; the ability to master and comprehend large amounts of reading; and a  

demonstrated capacity for independent work.  

 If  you  have  any  questions  about  Solebury  School’s  Social  Studies  Department,  please  contact  

department  chair Don Kaplan at:  dkaplan@solebury.org  or (215)  862-5261.  

 YEARLONG COURSES  

 World History 9:  In Early World History, students  spend the year examining the origins of human  

societies throughout the world. Starting with the Paleolithic Era and spanning to the Post-Classical Era,  

students will connect historical events to current ones, thus attempting to appreciate how the analysis of  

history is not simply based on foregone conclusions, but rather, it is a living subject littered with some  

mystery. Students will take part in a variety of activities, including lively simulations, to explore these  

concepts. Beyond content, students will work to develop and master a variety of skills crucial to  

understanding and investigating the world around them. This will include reading and researching a  

variety of historical sources in order to write thoughtful and comprehensive essays aimed at investigating  

the complexities of human history.  Required, Intended  for freshmen, except for students in Honors 

World  History 9;  Global ,  6 credits .  

 Honors World History 9:  From the deep past to the  present, the history of humanity has often been 

viewed  as a series of choices in the face of a myriad of problems and solutions, from such issues as food 

production,  protection against aggressors, and the creation and maintenance of social, ideological, and 

spiritual orders.  In Honors World History, students explore these civilizations and interactions between 

them through the  process of historical investigation and practice the skills associated with historical 

thinking.  This class offers  students an intense experience in the study of history, delving into complex and 

challenging primary sources  and exploring historical interpretations independently.  Classes consist of 

discussions, presentations, debates,  simulations, and more.  Students will work to develop  and enhance 

their reading, writing, and thinking skills,  and take part in several group and individual projects.  Thus, 

students will learn to think openly and critically  about what they read, to identify and express empathy with 

different historical perspectives, to mount a  historical argument, and to develop a deeper understanding of 

themselves and their place in the world.  

 Required, intended for freshmen, except for students in Early World History 9;  Prerequisite: an A- or higher  

in 8  th  grade history class; mandatory summer reading  assignment and reflection, as well as a placement  

essay.  Honors,  Social Justice; Global ;  6 credits .  

 Ethics:  The purpose of this 10  th  grade yearlong class  is to cultivate, develop and enrich students'  

awareness and understanding of the Philosophy of Ethics as the relationship between Intellectual Values  

and Emotional Values.  In particular, through studying information about possible "life philosophies,”  

belief systems and cultures, students are encouraged to analyze and evaluate information and evidence  

through the use of social science methodology (namely Phenomenology) and historiography, in order to  

deepen their understanding of self-awareness; perspective; individuality; socialization; prejudice;  

obedience and authority. The depth of critical thinking that the challenging ideas and process orientation  

of the class cultivate in the students, prepares students for the advanced work they will undertake in their  

junior and senior years and beyond.  Recommended for  tenth grade.  Social Justice,  Global , 6 credits.  

 Honors Ethics:  We are all endowed with the power  to lead ourselves, to support our families, and to  
engage meaningfully in our social and political worlds. This fact is particularly relevant to sophomores,  

who stand on the threshold of forging a path in the upper school and beyond.  In order for students to  
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make positive contributions to all of their present and future communities, it is essential that they  
appreciate the ethical weight of their lives. Our intention is not to provide answers; rather, we encourage  

students to engage in deliberate inquiry and reflection—often the precursor to healthy decision  making—
that we hope becomes a lifelong habit.  In creating this seminar style class, instructors draw  content from 

world history, philosophy, and the social sciences; we introduce students to deep study in  these fields and 
we hope to inspire further study in all of them.  We believe that students benefit  enormously from study 

in Ethics, so we designed this full year course to be taken by all sophomores; as  such, it reinforces the 
habits of thought introduced in the 9th grade World History course and prepares  students for the 

advanced work that they will undertake in their junior and senior years.  Prerequisite:  Teacher 
Recommendation and an A- or better in 9th grade History & mandatory summer reading  assignment.  

Honors; Social Justice; Global ;  6 credits .  

 AP World History (Modern):  In AP World History: Modern,  students will investigate significant 

events,  individuals, developments, and processes from c. 1200 CE to the present. Students will develop 

the skills  and processes employed by historians such as researching and analyzing primary and secondary 

sources;  developing sophisticated arguments; making historical connections; and writing reasoned essays 

about  continuity and change, comparison, and causation throughout history. We will examine history 

through  the lens of various themes such as:  Political Structures (Who holds and exercises power?); 

Innovation  and Technology (How do humans meet challenges?); and Social Structures (How do humans 

organize  themselves and interact with each other?).  This course is designed to emulate the pace and rigor 

of a  college-level course. Students enrolled in this class are expected to take the AP exam in early May.  

 Prerequisite :  recommendation of teacher and an A-  or higher in 9  th  grade history class & mandatory summer  

reading assignment.  AP, Global ,  6 credits .  

 United States History:  United States History is a  survey course that examines the development of the  

United States as a political, social, and economic entity from its 17th-century origins to the present.  Special  

attention will be given to exploring some of the most critical turning points in American history, including  

the American Revolution, the origins of our Constitution, reform movements, the Civil War and  

 Reconstruction, the Gilded Age, World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, and issues  

 in the United States today.  Research skills, creative analysis, and persuasive writing will be core  

components of the course.  Particular attention will  also be paid to historiographical questions about  
objectivity, reliability of evidence and sources, and the selection and interpretation of data.  A further aim of  

the course is to build students' skills in research, argumentation, debate, and the presentation of information.  

Required,  intended for juniors (unless in Honors U.S.  History or APUSH);  Social Justice ,  6 credits .  

 Honors US History:  In this year-long course, students will work to understand historical events with a  

theoretical approach based in both history and cultural studies. The history portion will attempt to explain  

things chronologically, focusing on key moments throughout the history of the nation, starting with the  

Pre-Columbian period and ending in the Obama-Trump era. Students will examine and understand  

prevalent themes such as liberation, colonization, and examine the uniqueness of building a nation from a  

multitude of perspectives and backgrounds. Students will be challenged to think critically about policies,  

systems, rules, and how a society begins to form.  The Cultural Studies component of the course will  

expose students to the ways in which various theoretical disciplines shape culture, society, and the  

political realm.  Over the course of the year, students will encounter college-level texts, lectures, and  

resources by peer-reviewed scholars.  With writing, students will produce a variety of texts, creative,  

analytical, and argumentative.   Particular attention will be given to focusing how ideas emerge  

historically and consistently throughout time. Thus, through these diverse lenses, we will come to  

understand and appreciate how history, popular culture, and a multitude of perspectives creates and  

shapes the narratives of the American historical experience.  Prerequisite :  Teacher Recommendation and  
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an A- or better in 10th grade Ethics & mandatory summer reading assignment.  Required,  intended for  

juniors, except in US History or APUSH;  Honors; Social  Justice ;  6 credits .  

 AP United States History (APUSH):  This year-long  course explores U.S. history from the  pre-

Columbian period into the 21st century. Together the students and teacher will follow the trajectories  of 

both colonizer and colonized, examine the often-messy process of nation building, and examine  

America's transformation from a colonial backwater spawned by European nation-states in the 16th and  

17th centuries to a great world power by the mid-20th century. Concurrently, the difficult process by  

which the country's promise of freedom and equality extending to more and more groups over time will  

also be detailed and analyzed.  Students will be challenged to develop and employ historical reasoning  

and critical thinking skills and to express themselves clearly and confidently both verbally and in writing.  

This course is discussion-based and is designed to emulate the pace and academic rigor of a college-level  

course. Students enrolled in this class are required to take the AP exam in early May.  Required,  intended  

for juniors, except in US History or Honors US History;  Prerequisite :  Teacher Recommendation and an  

A- or better in 10th grade Ethics & mandatory summer reading assignment.  AP; Social Justice ;  6 

credits  

 AP Government and Politics:  This is a course for anyone  who wants to better understand the news out  

of Washington D.C., and how that news shapes, and is shaped, by policy. To do this, students will not 
only  familiarize themselves with the traditional policymaking "linkage institutions" (such as the three 

branches  of government), but also by coming to better understand those institutions that wield great 
power "behind  the scenes" (such as interest groups and the media.) A focus on current events over history 

allows students  to unpack some of the more pressing issues of our time, such as political polarization and 
voter  disenfranchisement. Any student who completes AP US Government will not only be able to form 

and  express their own political views more intelligently; they will also be able to put those views to use as 

an  active participant in the U.S. political system.  Prerequisite :  Teacher Recommendation; an A- or 
better  in  11th grade history; and a demonstrated capacity for independent work.  There is also the 

mandatory  completion of intensive summer assignment;  AP ;  6 credits .  

 Honors Psychology:  Students who are planning on taking  all three  psychology  electives will  
have the opportunity to take Honors Psychology.  This  course allows students to enrich their  

experience of the referential and structural aspects of psychological concepts and paradigms in  
order to cultivate a deeper understanding of themselves, others, and the world around them.  

Honors students will  complete extra work including:  reading  additional material, completing 
extra  writing assignments and group discussions;  Prerequisite :  Teacher Recommendation and a 

B+ or  better in 11th grade History.  Honors; Social Justice;  Global ;  6 credits .  

FALL TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Deciphering the African American Experience (Reconstruction to WW2):  Come join us as we  

examine the efforts of civil rights leaders at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, focusing on the  

promises of Reconstruction and understanding both the tremendous potential of this moment and the  

horrendous realities that would later occur. Through a critical interrogation of several different types of  

sources, students will decipher the true experiences of African Americans as both they and the nation  

strive to realize a new identity for the newly freed people.  At the same time, students will delve into  

sources to gain knowledge of the widespread racism and fear felt by African Americans as they forged  

new identities into the mid-twentieth century. Special attention will be given to addressing and  

acknowledging the various elements of identity and the construction and experience of race. Students will  

work on refining their reading, writing, and thinking skills as they encounter primary and secondary  

resources, films, graphic novels, music, and more. Ultimately, students will work  with  the instructor  to  

create a dynamic, intense, and vibrant classroom experience;  Social Justice ; 2 credits .  
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 Psychology: Theoretical Roots:  The purpose of this  class is to introduce students to a variety of  
psychological perspectives relating to the meaning of “aspects of self.” The theme for this trimester is:  

“Who am I?” Students will be exposed to various schools of thought of some famous psychologists  
including Freud, Jung, Skinner, Erikson, Fromm, and Adler; and will be asked to analyze selected  

psychological concepts, including “transference,” “ego-defenses,” “conscious, subconscious,  
unconscious,” “synchronicity,” “stages of development,” “compensatory and competitive drives,” and  

“transcending determinism.” Students will examine a selection of psychological topics including  
personality; relationship with self, others, and the world; and mental health. The class will encourage  

students to utilize the knowledge, skills and understanding acquired in the class to develop a healthy way  
of relating to their “self/selves,” others and the world around them. Students are evaluated: on the quality  

and quantity of their participation in group and class discussions; on their individual and group  
presentations; and on a final extensive reflective essay and/or journals and/or multiple intelligence  project 

;  Social Justice , Global ;  2 credits.  

 Ancient Art History:  From Cave Dwellers to Temple Builders:  In this course, we will study  

prehistoric artworks in Europe, art of the ancient Near East, and ancient Egypt. Then we will cross the  

Mediterranean Sea and study Aegean art and finish with the art of ancient Greece. In addition, the  

students will learn the art of slide identification, and master four part analysis. Students will have weekly  

readings and present works of art each day in class, tests on each chapter, and can look forward to a  

museum trip. This course may be taken for Social Studies or Art credit and without regard to sequence;  2  

credits ;  Global .  

WINTER TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Debating the Civil Rights Movement through Film (1945 to present):  This course will examine the  

Civil Rights Movement of post-World War II America led by African Americans in the United States as  

featured in big-screen films from Hollywood and in more traditional historical texts.  We will analyze the  

ways in which screenwriters, directors, scholars, activists, and historians depict the Movement and its  

larger implications. We will read a wide variety of primary and secondary sources that highlight the key  

people, issues, events, and debates within the history of the Movement, including, but not limited to,  

gender and leadership; struggles for civil rights in the south, west, and urban north; the impact of the Cold  

War on race relations; student activism; movement strategies; and the ultimately the emergence of Black  

Power.  Students will critically assess the various ways the Civil Rights Movement has been depicted 

over  the decades in film, documentaries, and more traditional historical sources. Class discussions and  

assignments will help students develop historical perspectives; identify key historical issues and debates  

within Civil Rights Movement History; support plausible historical arguments; locate relevant  

information; and express themselves clearly;  Social  Justice . 2 credits.  

 Humanistic Psychology: The Third Force:  The purpose  of this class is to introduce students to  

a variety of psychological perspectives relating to the idea of “being human”. The theme for this  

trimester is: “Who am I Being?” Students will be exposed to various schools of thought of some  

famous Humanistic/ Existentialist psychologists including Heidegger, Maslow, Rogers,  

Binswanger, Boss, Frankl, May and Perls and will be asked to analyze selected psychological  

concepts, including: “freedom,” “authenticity,” “anxiety,” “intentionality,” “self-actualization,”  

“self-transcendence,” “unconditional positive regard,” “logotherapy,” “Noö-dynamics,” and  

“Gestalt.” Students will examine a selection of psychological topics including personality,  

relationship with self, others, the world and mental health. The class will encourage students to  

utilize the knowledge, skills and understanding acquired in the class to develop a healthy way of  

relating to their “Way of Being ,”  as well as others  and the world around them. Students are  

evaluated: on the quality and quantity of their participation in group and class discussions; on their  



 33  

individual and group presentations; and on a final reflective essay/journal and/or a multiple  

intelligence project;  Social Justice , Global ;  2 credits.  

 Art History: Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic:  In this  course we will study art and architecture from 

the  Etruscans/Romans to Byzantine and Islamic Art.  In  addition, students will learn the art of slide  

identification, and master four part analysis.  Students will have weekly readings and present works of art  

each day in class,  tests on each chapter, and can look forward to a museum trip. This course may be taken  

for Social Studies or Art credit and without regard to sequence.  2 credits , Global.  

 Exploring our past: The Archives of Solebury School:  This trimester course will showcase the  

extensive archives of the Solebury School to students interested in exploring them, especially with the  

centennial only a year away, and learning more about the craft of archiving. Students will be exposed to  

the craft of archiving, learn from experts in the field, and visit nationally recognized archival collections.  

Once students have begun to master the basic skills of archiving, each one will determine a focus and  

spend the remainder of the trimester identifying and examining artifacts, letters, journals, and more,  

pertaining to their interest, as they create their own "museum exhibition" or extensive bibliography.  This  

is a hands-on class that will expand your understanding and appreciation of the history of the Solebury  

School while exposing each young scholar the exciting world of the Archivist.  2 credits.  

SPRING TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Social Inequalities of the 21st Century:  The 21st  century is witness to groundbreaking technological  

inventions and social crises that have impacted many peoples’ lived experiences.  It has also produced a  

slew of historical moments that have created vast social inequities in a society.  This course will be  

structured as weekly case studies in which students will examine deeply a social crisis that has impacted  

the lives of many people.  We will aim to determine the cause and effect of each social crisis, the  

stakeholders involved, and discuss potential solutions.  In this course students will read material from  

cultural studies scholars, as well as authors, artists and politicians. The true nature of this course is  

interdisciplinary, and students will be expected to use knowledge and information that they have gained  

from many academic disciplines;  Social Justice . 2  credits  

 Modern Psychology: The Way Forward:  The purpose of  this class is to introduce students to a  

variety of psychological perspectives relating to the idea of “fulfilling potential.” The theme for  

this trimester is: “How Can I Be My Best Self?” Students will be exposed to various schools of  

thought of some famous psychologists including: Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi; Tomkins & Ekman,  

Goleman, Gardner, Seligman, Gottman; and will be asked to analyze selected psychological  

concepts, including: "Flow ,”  "Affect Imagery Consciousness,”  “micro expression,” “emotional  

intelligence,” “dissonance, resonance and leadership,” “multiple intelligences,” “authentic  

happiness,” “learned optimism,” and “Cascade Model of Relational Dissolution.” Students will  

examine a selection of psychological topics including personality; relationship with self, others,  

and the world; and mental health. The class will encourage students to utilize the knowledge,  

skills and understanding acquired in the class to develop a healthy way of relating to their  

“self/selves,” others and the world around them. Students are evaluated: on the quality and  

quantity of their participation in group and class discussions; on their individual and group  

presentations; and on a final extensive reflective essay and/or journals and/or multiple intelligence  

project;  Social Justice , Global ;  2 credits.  
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 Architecture: Ancient to 18th Century:  In this course  we will study the development of architecture  

from prehistoric structures to Temples to the development of basilicas and Mosques. How does  

architecture change with different religious emphasis and purpose?  As societies develop, does urban  

planning play a role or not?  Students will learn  the art of slide identification, and master four-part  

analysis. Students will have weekly readings and present works of art each day in class, tests on each  

period.  Students can expect a hands-on project and a museum trip. This course may be taken for Social  

Studies or Art credit and without regard to sequence.  2 credits , Global.  

 Queering History: An Introduction to Gender and Sexuality Studies:  Explore what gender means to  

you using critical thinking and media literacy skills to dissect the social construct of gender and  

interrogate gender essentialism. This course is a look at Queer American history in the 20th and 21st  

centuries through an introspective and intersectional lens;  Social Justice ,  2 credits .  

 Modern  United  States  History  for  Juniors:  This  class,  taken  after  US  History  part  1  at  

another  school,  fulfills our graduation requirement in US History for those students.  2 credits  

 VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS  

 Art should challenge the intellectual, creative, and expressive powers of each student.  The Arts program  

teaches a variety of creative skills to develop self-esteem through the successful completion and  

exhibition or performance of works of art.  Six Art credits are required for graduation.  Studio Art,  

Chorus, and Theatre courses earn one credit each trimester.  Art History courses earn two credits each  

trimester.  Unless otherwise noted, courses can be repeated for credit.  

 Private Music Lessons:   As a service to students,  the music department can arrange to provide private  

lessons to students.  These lessons are at the students’ expense and are scheduled during the students’ free  

periods and after school.  At the moment, we offer lessons in guitar, bass guitar, banjo, flute, violin, 

piano,  viola, saxophone, clarinet and drums. We can also provide names of music teachers.  

 If you have any questions about Solebury School’s Arts Department, please contact the appropriate  

department chair or administrator:  

 Visual Arts:   Erika Fairchild   email:  

efairchild@solebury.org  

 Film:   Brian Pearson   email:  bpearson@solebury.org  

 Theater and Dance:   Peter Martino   email:  pmartino@solebury.org  

 Music:   Cathy Block  YEARLONG 

COURSES  

 email:  cblock@solebury.org  

 Honors / Advanced Ceramics :  This class is for students  who are very serious about continuing in  

ceramics and wish to master their skills at a higher level. The projects are similar to the assignments in the  

Ceramics class but the expectations are higher. Students are expected to push themselves harder and focus  

more on the development of their personal vision. Advanced students will continue to develop their  

hand-building skills through increasingly complex projects and will continue to develop creative concepts  

through working in series. Students will begin (or continue) throwing on the wheel. In addition, they will  

have the opportunity to work with different clay bodies (types of clay), and have their work fired in a  

wood-fired kiln and experience a Raku firing. Students are expected to participate in all aspects of the  
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running of the Ceramic Studio. This is a yearlong course and cannot be taken on a trimester basis.  3  

credits.  Prerequisite: Intermediate Ceramics. 3 credits  

 Advanced Painting and Drawing :  This class is open  to more experienced students of painting and  

drawing.  The students will continue to refine basic drawing techniques, such as contour, positive and  

negative space, composition, and value while working with more complex subjects.  They will work with  

tempera, watercolor, gouache, and acrylic paint on both subjects from life and from their imagination.  

The class also will introduce oil painting.  The students will work toward developing a more personal  

style and sense of creative expression and will be expected to participate in group critique.  This is a  

yearlong course and cannot be taken on a trimester basis.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate Painting and  

Drawing (taken twice) or permission of the instructor.  3 credits  

 Advanced Photography:  For this class students are  expected to know how to fully operate a digital  

camera of their choice and produce stylized final images related to various projects. Students will be  

graded on how well they meet their deadlines and the depth of their creative exploration on each project.  

Students will be given the opportunity to explore the various procedures involved in Studio Photography  

and controlled lighting conditions when taking portraits or still lifes. We will also explore various genres  

of photography like portraiture, landscape, documentary and photojournalism. All of our images will be  

edited using the newest version of Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop and we will be printing our final  

work using exhibition quality print paper on high quality inkjet printers.  Students may repeat this class.  

Prerequisites: Photography I and II, and Introduction to Digital Photography. 3 credits.  

 AP Studio Art :  For students planning to go to Art  School, or for those for whom it’s even a possibility,  

this course is a must.  Students will develop their portfolios initially through teacher directed assignments  

and then through student-derived projects.  This challenging course is designed with all of the  

expectations of a college level course and is open to qualified juniors and seniors only.  In order to meet  

the minimum of six hours of studio time, this course will meet during one Arts block, one class in the  

rotating schedule, and Monday evening Life Drawing.  It is expected that at least 50% of the students’  

work will be done outside of class, so independent initiative is a must to be successful in the class.  There  

are two options for the AP Studio Art Portfolio:  Drawing or 2-D Design.  Early in the year, the Art  

Department will meet with students or parents to discuss the differences between the two.  Because there  

are two portfolio options, students may take AP Studio Art twice; however they may not repeat the same  

portfolio category.  Portfolios will be submitted in May and although we hope our students achieve high  

marks for their portfolios, we are more concerned with their personal development as artists.  In order  to  

be accepted into this competitive and rigorous course, students must a) submit an application/contract and  

a sample of their work for review, and b) successfully complete all of the summer assignments and submit  

them within the first week of school.   AP.  9 credits.   Prerequisite: Advanced Painting and Drawing.  

 Digital Filmmaking, Script to Screen : In this yearlong  course, students will write, produce, and edit  

short films.  This course will provide hands-on experience in production planning, writing, and acting for  

the camera, as well as lighting, digital cinematography, audio recording, and non-linear editing.  The class  

will meet twice a week during an Arts block; however due to the nature of the assignments some time  

outside of regular class will be necessary.  This course will emphasize the development of skills to use  

creative thinking for problem solving. A willingness to work as part of a team is a prerequisite, as all  

projects will be accomplished in groups.  Prerequisite:  permission of teacher or any other film course.  3 

credits  

 The Solebury Elite Ensemble:  As the title suggests,  this is an ensemble designed for the musical 

student  who plays at a very advanced level.  Students are admitted by audition or at the discretion of the 
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music  director.  Though preference will be given to those who are well grounded in the classical style 

and who  can fluently read music notation, students will have the opportunity to study a mix of musical 

styles with  all of their particular characteristics.  Each student plays a role in choosing the ensemble's 

repertoire.  Performances at venues throughout the school year will include, but not be limited to a school 

assembly, a  school auction, the end of trimester concert and other off campus venues to be determined.  

Grading is  based on participation and attendance which includes both rehearsals and performances.  

Prerequisite:  Advanced musicians by invitation and audition. Honors. 3 credits  

 STC: Conservatory:  An intensive advanced placement  program designed to elevate the skills of its  

members through craft, repertoire curation, and exploring new &  exciting works . Each two hour evening  

conservatory style class would be split into skill building and active rehearsal time allowing students to  

directly apply skills learned into the rehearsal process. The year culminates with a full-scale production,  

competition performances, and a showcase performance in NYC for industry professionals. This program  

would be geared towards our most dedicated students focusing on the theater arts. STC: Conservatory  

provides opportunities to work with other highly advanced actors, collaborate on exciting projects and  

new works, while acting as leaders for rising performers in the program.  Advanced placement students  

will be invited to apply and audition.  Honors. 3 credits  

 STC: In Residence:  This honors level performance program is designed for students dedicated to the  

study of the dramatic arts. Resident performers will perform in our honors level “Theater for Activism”  

production (which will be brought to competition) and have leading roles as well as leadership  

responsibilities in our Fall immersive theater production and Spring children’s theater tour. Residents will  

also have one on one coachings to develop their audition repertoire and have the opportunity to audition  

for a spot in a NYC showcase performance. This class runs concurrently with Art of the Scare/Theater for  

Activism/STC On Tour - Actors selected for this program will be given priority casting in those  

productions and do not need to sign up for those courses.  Advanced actors must meet requirements,  

apply, and audition.  Honors. 3 credits   
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 FALL TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Visual Arts  

 Graphic Design 1 : Graphic Design 1 is an introductory  course in basic design principles and how they  

are applied to the world of digital design. From postage stamps to giant billboards, photography to fabric,  

digital design permeates our environment.  Understanding how to apply basic design concepts to the  

presentation of informative, persuasive and dynamic material is crucial to communicating with an  

audience. The main emphasis of this course will be the skillful combining of images and text to solve  

visual problems. Typography, image, space, color and form will be integrated as the year progresses.  

Students will learn about digital illustration, painting and multi-media solutions through lectures,  

demonstrations and hands-on experiences. Students will be introduced to Adobe Creative Suite that  

includes Photoshop, Illustrator and learn to use the laser cutter to create 3-dimensional products.  No  

prerequisite. 1 credit  

 Art Foundations:  This course introduces beginning  students to the basics of painting and drawing with 

a  focus on the Elements of Design. Students will learn to work in pencil, charcoal, gouache, pastel, 

acrylic,  and oil paint. They will start with learning how to draw basic shapes, progress to learning how to 

use light  and shadow to create space and form, and learn how to create engaging compositions. These 

concepts and  techniques will be taught through the lens of the 2 dimensional design elements of line, 

shape, size, space,  color, texture, and value. The class is intended to prepare students for the Intermediate 

class and is a  prerequisite to that class.  Offered fall and winter  terms .  No Prerequisite, 1 credit  

 Art of the Book:  The Art of book making has been experiencing  a renaissance in the past few years as  

artists of all types have become interested in the tremendous creative potential book arts offers. Some  

book artists have created sculptural books that barely resemble what you would think of as a book. Other  

artists take old books and alter them into spectacular new objects. In this class we will be creating as  

many different types of books as we possibly can; from traditional sewn books to tab books, star books to  

altered books, sculptural books and pop up books, accordion books to folding books and the list goes on  

and on. We will work on mastering the basic skills needed to problem solve any book design we can  

imagine. There is no limit to what you can do with books. This class can be repeated. Prerequisites: none.  

 1 credit  

 Ancient Art History:  From Cave Dwellers to Temple  Builders:  In this course, we will study  

prehistoric artworks in Europe, art of the ancient Near East, and ancient Egypt. Then we will cross the  

Mediterranean Sea and study Aegean art and finish with the art of ancient Greece. In addition, the  

students will learn the art of slide identification, and master four part analysis. Students will have weekly  

readings and present works of art each day in class,  tests on each chapter, and can look forward to a  

museum trip. This course may be taken for Social Studies or Art credit and without regard to sequence.  2  

credits,  Global  

 Intermediate Painting & Drawing:  This course builds  on the techniques and concepts of the  

foundations class. Students will work in pencil, charcoal. gouache, pastel, acrylic, and oil. This class is  

designed to help the student build upon their painting and drawing skills through work that is more  

advanced. Students will work mainly from observation on specific skills such as rendering light and  

shadow, creating engaging compositions, and will begin to explore how to bring their own creative voice  

to their work. Students must take two Intermediate level classes to be admitted to the Advanced class.  

Prerequisite: Art Foundations (or Intro to Painting & Drawing). 1 credit  
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 Intermediate Ceramics:  T his class is for students who would like to continue working in ceramics, but  

are not interested in the intensive year long course. Ceramics students will continue to develop their  

hand-building skills through increasingly complex projects.They will work toward mastering basic  

handbuilding techniques. They will begin to develop creative concepts through working in series.  

Students will learn how to work with Hard and soft Slab construction.Students will begin throwing on the  

wheel. In addition, they may have the opportunity to work with different clay bodies (types of clay), and  

have their work fired in alternative kilns. Students are expected to participate in all aspects of the running  

of the Ceramic Studio. This class can be repeated  Prerequisite: Intro to Ceramics.1 credit  

 Introduction to Ceramics:  Students in this introductory  course will explore two basic hand-building  

techniques: pinching (as in pinch pots) and coil construction. The students will work to master these  

foundational skills. With these two techniques, an artist can create almost any object that can be 

imagined.  Each skill helps to develop muscle memory and an understanding of the properties of the clay. 

Timing  plays a big part in ceramic work; consequently, students will learn how to plan and prepare for 

every  project. .  No prerequisite 1 credit.  

 Life Drawing:  This class meets on Monday from 7-9  PM and is an advanced class for mature students  

who wish to work on their portfolio and/or deepen their skills of working from observation. Students must  

have a working knowledge of contour, gesture, value, and composition, and experience working from life  

to accurately see form in space and translate it to the two dimensional page. Students will have the  

opportunity to use the human form as their subject as they advance their drawing skills. This class will  

broaden the students’ repertoire of drawing materials, including pencil, charcoal, conte, pastel, ink, and  

tempera paint as they explore the creative possibility of using the materials alone and in mixed media  

pieces. The students will work to develop a personal style and to learn to speak knowledgeably about the  

work in class critique. The fall trimester class will emphasize traditional skills and drawing techniques  

with an emphasis on portfolio completion for seniors and beginning preparation for juniors. The winter  

term will move into more work with color and longer poses. In the spring trimester juniors will be  

encouraged to continue building their portfolios. In the spring, the work will become more experimental  

and involve more mixed media.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate  Painting and Drawing (taken twice)  and  

permission of Art Department.  1 credit.  

 Photography I:  In this course students will learn  to use a 35mm film camera and the correct procedures  

for working in a darkroom. Assignments are generally designed to teach students to set shutter speeds  

manually and the creative use of apertures. There are no specific brief-based assignments at this level.  

The object is to get the student to fully understand the operation of a camera to achieve various artistic  

results. They are given the artistic freedom to capture any subjects they please and from this they will  

learn about depth of field with regards to aperture and the capturing of movement with various shutter  

speeds. They will learn how to process and develop film negatives, how to produce contact sheets, and  

how to create a unified catalogue of images. Ultimately students will produce hand-printed images in the  

darkroom.  No prerequisite 1 credit.  

 Photography II:  In this course students will expand  on their knowledge gained during their Photo II 

class  with more emphasis on project-based briefs and complete manual use of their 35mm camera. We 

will  expand on the various genres initially encountered in Photo 1 like documentary, portraiture, 

landscape and  photojournalism. They will show expertise in achieving various effects using depth of 

field, shutter speed,  and the elements of composition and also be able to explore various techniques in the 

darkroom, using  contrast filters and toning. Also in this class students will gain an understanding of the 

work of  professional photographers and how they shoot, compose and light their subjects. We will hold 

class  discussions in which the student will be expected to translate their concepts for fulfilling the various  
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briefs and how they achieved their final prints.  Students  may repeat this class. Prerequisite: 

Photography  

 I, 1 credit  

 Introduction to Film :  Students will be introduced to the art of Filmmaking. Learn how to use video  

cameras, audio equipment, lights and digital editing software.  Students will learn how to come up with  

new ideas for movies and nurture them into projects.  Students will work in groups to evaluate project  

ideas and turn them into a finished film.  Once a project(s) has been picked, students will develop a goal,  

a timeline and create a plan for how the production process will unfold.  Students will then create a script,  

a shot list and equipment list for each production day.  Students will perform all the jobs of a  small film 

production crew including: Actor, Director, Camera operator, sound person, gaffer, grip, etc.   Students 

will finish a group project by the end of the class.  1 credit  

 Cinema Studies:  In this class, we watch movies and  analyze them.  This course introduces students to  the  
basics of narrative structure and different film genres, with the goal of developing the skills to recognize,  

describe and enjoy film as an art and entertainment form. Each unit will begin with a cinema studies style  
lecture on a topic followed by a screening that typifies it.  Students may repeat this course, there is no  

prerequisite. 1 credit  

 Video Editing:  This course is an introduction to the  fundamentals of nonlinear video editing. The 

student  will gain an understanding of video formats and concepts of video and audio compression used in  

recording, editing, and for final display. Cutting techniques will be explored including concepts of  

continuity, frame matching, using varying angles effectively, editing multi camera footage, techniques to  

avoid jump cuts and the use of parallel action. An introduction to sound editing will include fundamentals  

of mixing for film, Foley effects and processing audio to enhance the audience experience. Students will  

use the following software in this course: Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe After Effects, Adobe Audition,  

Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Media Encoder.  1 credit  

 Patent Process:  In this class, we will write a sample  patent of the student's invention. In the process, we  

will provide the required illustrative drawings with numbers and references and a descriptive write-up  

designed to guide an attorney in creating a list of claims for a patentable invention. We will discuss  

operations of the patent office and its procedures and the flow of the application process. Searches will be  

discussed so as to establish what is patentable and aspects of filing rights with the Patent Cooperation  

Treaty [PCT]. Differences will be clarified about types of patents and coverage issues. Various historic  

patents will be discussed with an emphasis on "claims" and claim structure. Attorney costs and filing and  

post issue fees will be reviewed. We may visit a patent attorney for professional appraisal of the student  

work.  1 credit  

 Performing Arts  

 Art of the Scare:  Do you have a fascination with the  macabre and enjoy giving people the chills? If so,  

then "The Art of the Scare" is the perfect class for you! This spirited and entertaining exploration delves  

into the intriguing world of immersive haunted attractions. In this class, you will delve into the subculture  

of passionate individuals dedicated to creating the most bone-chilling haunted houses, mazes, and other  

grim Halloween attractions. Drawing inspiration from various horror tropes, cinema trends, and scary  

stories that have terrified the masses over the years, you will work collaboratively to develop your own  

unique haunted attraction. This includes creating your own themes, backstories, characters, and frights. 

To  further enhance your understanding, we will also visit a local haunted attraction to experience first-

hand  what truly terrifies us. The course will culminate in a final project where you and your classmates 
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will  present your fully-realized haunted attraction to the Solebury Community. Are you ready to embrace 

the  thrill of The Art of the Scare? Join us now and unleash your inner horror genius!  1 credit  

 Acting I:  If you're interested in exploring the world  of theatre and acting, this course is the perfect  

introduction to the craft. Through a variety of exercises and assignments, including improvisation,  

character development, voice, movement, and scene study, you'll learn the fundamentals of acting.  

Throughout the course, you'll develop your skills through individual and group work, and you'll have the  

opportunity to perform in front of a live audience. You'll also learn to analyze scripts, understand the  

motivations and objectives of characters, and develop your own interpretations of scenes and  

monologues. By the end of the course, you'll have gained a strong foundation in the craft of acting and  

will be equipped with the tools necessary to pursue further study and performance opportunities in theatre  

and other creative fields. Whether you're a beginner or have some experience in acting, this course is  

perfect for you.  Acting I is a prerequisite for any  advanced theater class or program.  1 credit  

 Intro to Technical Theater:  This crash course into  the world of backstage theater will teach you the  

basic skills and tools that are used to create amazing sets, lighting, and soundscapes. You will learn  

various power tools, building techniques, and the basics of how a performing arts space operates while  

also helping to build our fall production. In the second half of the term, we will discuss topics in lighting  

and sound design as well as learn how to implement these designs.  1 credit  

 Ballet / Hip Hop : This intro class is designed to  give an understanding of both ballet and hip hop.  We  

will cover a brief history of ballet and how it made its way to America. We will then develop awareness  

of alignment, the five feet positions, and other basic ballet vocabulary and technique. Class will include  

basic barre exercises, as well as center work. We will then end the trimester with a performance piece that  

we will have learned in class. You will have a fun time learning the secrets, technique, and history of  

ballet! This course will also explore the history, foundations, and movements of hip hop. We will cover  

the history of hip hop and its influences on music and culture today. The course will then start with the  

basic steps of hip hop and we’ll transition to choreography. The course will then take that choreography  

and present it in an end of trimester performance.  1 credit  

 Musical Theatre Dance:  Study some of the award-winning  choreographers and choreography from  

Broadway.  This class also incorporates jazz techniques and gives the students the opportunity to  

experiment with their own choreography.  1 credit  

 Concert Ensemble:  This ensemble is designed primarily  for orchestral instrumentalists, those who play  

instruments of the violin family, woodwinds, brass, classical/acoustic guitar, piano, harp, etc.  Others may  

be admitted at the director’s discretion. Students will engage in a diversity of musical styles through the  

customized arrangements of the director. Grading is based on regular participation, demonstrated regular  

practice, and a final trimester concert.  1 credit  

 Vocal Performance Workshop:  Vocal Performance Workshop is a master class on vocal training and  

performance. It has an emphasis on building vocal technique, learning to constructively critique peers in a  

workshop setting, and performing. The musical backdrop for this class is vast, ranging from musical  

theatre songs to contemporary music. Students will perform as an ensemble but will also get monthly (or  

whatever pace suits the class) themed song assignments. For these assignments, they will perform for the  

class, receive feedback, and give a repeat performance after they’ve incorporated suggestions from the  

workshop. An example of a monthly theme may be duet month, where the teacher will pair two students  

together on a selected song. More monthly themes could be: three-part harmony, a month dedicated to a  

specific artist or musical, and different genres of music, like pop or folk. If any students play an  
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instrument, they will be encouraged to accompany themselves or collaborate with classmates. For the  

trimester concerts, they will essentially be performing the class’s greatest hits—working on group  

numbers throughout the class and choosing from the best themed assignments. The ensemble will perform  

with a live pianist and/or house band. This class serves as a good resource for anyone who loves to sing  

and is ideal for students who plan to audition for collegiate-level music or theatre programs.  1 credit  

 Solsingers:  This is a performance class using group  and harmony singing in a variety of styles.  

Rehearsals will also include physical exercises to enhance and improve vocal skills, breathing,  

coordination, and rhythmic skills. The musical selections will be prepared for performances at recitals and  

assemblies. Performing experiences will be enriched with additional kinds of musical understanding;  

including, but not limited to music theory, listening and history. Self and group assessments will be used  

for reflection and grading.  No Prerequisite, 1 credit  

 Ear Training and Music Theory: This class will focus  on improving the musician’s ear and  

strengthening music theory knowledge. Students will practice and learn to identify major, minor and b7  

intervals by ear, as well as chords with multiple tensions - such as 7’s, 6’s, b9, #9, b13, etc. Students will  

do rhythmic and melodic dictation. They will also learn how to build and sing chords. There will be sight  

singing. Music theory will be the companion in this course. Everything we do will be accompanied by  

breaking down and explaining the theory involved. Basic music reading skill is needed for this class. The  

pace of the class will move as it suits the students.  Please note this is a two trimester course  2 credits,  

Honors.  

 Jazz Roots Ensemble:  This ensemble plays everything  from mainstream jazz to be-bop and funk. It is a  

performance based group, and gives feature concerts. This class offers lots of improvisational  

opportunities. We discuss improvisational techniques, and how to build a solo. Jazz Roots  also  

encourages original composition. We discuss how pieces can be arranged to create a more interesting  

composition, and how to rehearse a band.  Vocalists and instrumentalists are welcome. Prior music  

training is needed for this class.  Prerequisite: Advanced  Proficiency Suggested, Students must have  

approval of instructor. Honors. 1 credit (fall term)  

 Rock Band:  Rock Band plays contemporary and classic  rock. Come get the experience of what it feels  

like to be in a band. Learn about rehearsing a band, and how to make an exciting arrangement for a band.  

Get into stage presence and performance skills. Rock Band is  a performance based group, and gives  

feature concerts. Vocalists and instrumentalists are welcome. Prior music playing is expected for this  

class.   Prerequisite: Instrumental Proficiency. 1  credit (fall term)  

 WINTER TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Visual Arts  

 Art History: Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic :  In this  course we will study art and architecture from the  

 Etruscans/Romans to Byzantine and Islamic Art.  In  addition, students will learn the art of slide  

identification, and master four part analysis. Students will have weekly readings and present works of art  

each day in class,  tests on each chapter, and can look forward to a museum trip. This course may be taken  

for Social Studies or Art credit and without regard to sequence.  2 credits ,  Global  

 Computer Aided Drawing (AutoCAD):  CAD drafting is  the language that architects, planners, and  

other designers use to communicate with one another on collaborative projects and with builders or  
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fabrication shops.  The process allows the viewing of the idea you've had in a scaled relationship, to check  

that the rooms, moving parts, etc. will fit together and function properly.  The drafting process aids in  

graphic thinking and suggests new avenues of design exploration.  No Prerequisite ,  1 credit  

 Art Foundations:  This course introduces beginning  students to the basics of painting and drawing with 

a  focus on the Elements of Design. Students will learn to work in pencil, charcoal, gouache, pastel, 

acrylic,  and oil paint. They will start with learning how to draw basic shapes, progress to learning how to 

use light  and shadow to create space and form, and learn how to create engaging compositions. These 

concepts and  techniques will be taught through the lens of the 2 dimensional design elements of line, 

shape, size, space,  color, texture, and value. The class is intended to prepare students for the Intermediate 

class and is a  prerequisite to that class.  No Prerequisite, 1 credit  

 Intermediate Painting & Drawing:  This course builds  on the techniques and concepts of the  

foundations class. Students will work in pencil, charcoal. gouache, pastel, acrylic, and oil. This class is  

designed to help the student build upon their painting and drawing skills through work that is more  

advanced. Students will work mainly from observation on specific skills such as rendering light and  

shadow, creating engaging compositions, and will begin to explore how to bring their own creative voice  

to their work. Students must take two Intermediate level classes to be admitted to the Advanced class.  

Prerequisite: Art Foundations (or Intro to Painting & Drawing). 1 credit  

 Intermediate Ceramics:  T his class is for students  who would like to continue working in ceramics, 

but  are not interested in the intensive year long course. Ceramics students will continue to develop their  

hand-building skills through increasingly complex projects.They will work toward mastering basic  

handbuilding techniques. They will begin to develop creative concepts through working in series.  

Students will learn how to work with Hard and soft Slab construction.Students will begin throwing on the  

wheel. In addition, they may have the opportunity to work with different clay bodies (types of clay), and  

have their work fired in alternative kilns. Students are expected to participate in all aspects of the running  

of the Ceramic Studio. This class can be repeated  Prerequisite: Intro to Ceramics.1 credit  

 Introduction to Ceramics:  Students in this introductory  course will explore two basic hand-building  

techniques: pinching (as in pinch pots) and coil construction. The students will work to master these  

foundational skills. With these two techniques, an artist can create almost any object that can be 

imagined.  Each skill helps to develop muscle memory and an understanding of the properties of the clay. 

Timing  plays a big part in ceramic work; consequently, students will learn how to plan and prepare for 

every  project. .  No prerequisite 1 credit.  

 Life Drawing:  This class meets on Monday from 7-9  PM and is an advanced class for mature students  

who wish to work on their portfolio and/or deepen their skills of working from observation. Students must  

have a working knowledge of contour, gesture, value, and composition, and experience working from life  

to accurately see form in space and translate it to the two dimensional page. Students will have the  

opportunity to use the human form as their subject as they advance their drawing skills. This class will  

broaden the students’ repertoire of drawing materials, including pencil, charcoal, conte, pastel, ink, and  

tempera paint as they explore the creative possibility of using the materials alone and in mixed media  

pieces. The students will work to develop a personal style and to learn to speak knowledgeably about the  

work in class critique. The fall trimester class will emphasize traditional skills and drawing techniques  

with an emphasis on portfolio completion for seniors and beginning preparation for juniors. The winter  

term will move into more work with color and longer poses. In the spring trimester juniors will be  

encouraged to continue building their portfolios. In the spring, the work will become more experimental  

and involve more mixed media.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate  Painting and Drawing (taken twice)  and  

permission of Art Department.  1 credit.  
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 Photography I:  In this course students will learn  to use a 35mm film camera and the correct procedures  

for working in a darkroom. Assignments are generally designed to teach students to set shutter speeds  

manually and the creative use of apertures. There are no specific brief-based assignments at this level.  

The object is to get the student to fully understand the operation of a camera to achieve various artistic  

results. They are given the artistic freedom to capture any subjects they please and from this they will  

learn about depth of field with regards to aperture and the capturing of movement with various shutter  

speeds. They will learn how to process and develop film negatives, how to produce contact sheets, and  

how to create a unified catalogue of images. Ultimately students will produce hand-printed images in the  

darkroom.  No prerequisite 1 credit.  

 Photography II:  In this course students will expand  on their knowledge gained during their Photo II 

class  with more emphasis on project-based briefs and complete manual use of their 35mm camera. We 

will  expand on the various genres initially encountered in Photo 1 like documentary, portraiture, 

landscape and  photojournalism. They will show expertise in achieving various effects using depth of 

field, shutter speed,  and the elements of composition and also be able to explore various techniques in the 

darkroom, using  contrast filters and toning. Also in this class students will gain an understanding of the 

work of  professional photographers and how they shoot, compose and light their subjects. We will hold 

class  discussions in which the student will be expected to translate their concepts for fulfilling the various  

briefs and how they achieved their final prints.  Students  may repeat this class. Prerequisite: 

Photography  

 I, 1 credit  

 Printmaking:  Printmaking is all about working with  the printing process, particularly with monotype,  

masking, chine-collé and block print. Students are given a few techniques to work with in the beginning  

of class; as they print, they learn how to apply the inks, how to hand-print, how to use the press, and how  

to mix the inks to achieve the effects they desire. The students also learn how to layer colors to develop  

depth in their work. Once students have a fairly good grasp of the basics, they are given more techniques  

that they are then expected to experiment with and incorporate into what they have already learned.  

Students will be expected to participate in group and individual critiques, submit 10 finished prints and  

complete self-assessments. The goal is to have students reach a level of mastery so that they can work  

independently and problem solve issues with their prints or concepts.  Students may repeat this course,  

there is no prerequisite. 1 credit  

 Introduction to Filmmaking :  Students will be introduced to the  art of Filmmaking. Learn how to use  

video cameras, audio equipment, lights and digital editing software.  Students will learn how to come up  

with new ideas for movies and nurture them into projects.  Students will work in groups to evaluate  

project ideas and turn them into a finished film.  Once a project(s) has been picked, students will develop  

a goal, a timeline and create a plan for how the production process will unfold.  Students will then create a  

script, a shot list and equipment list for each production day.  Students will perform all the jobs of a  small 

film production crew including: Actor, Director, Camera operator, sound person, gaffer, grip, etc.   

Students will finish a group project by the end of the class.  1 credit  

 Cinema Studies:  In this class, we watch movies and  analyze them.  This course introduces students to  the  
basics of narrative structure and different film genres, with the goal of developing the skills to recognize,  

describe and enjoy film as an art and entertainment form. Each unit will begin with a cinema studies style  
lecture on a topic followed by a screening that typifies it.  Students may repeat this course, there is no  

prerequisite. 1 credit  

 Video Editing:  This course is an introduction to the  fundamentals of nonlinear video editing. The 

student  will gain an understanding of video formats and concepts of video and audio compression used in  
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recording, editing, and for final display. Cutting techniques will be explored including concepts of  

continuity, frame matching, using varying angles effectively, editing multi camera footage, techniques to  

avoid jump cuts and the use of parallel action. An introduction to sound editing will include fundamentals  

of mixing for film, Foley effects and processing audio to enhance the audience experience. Students will  

use the following software in this course: Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe After Effects, Adobe Audition,  

Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Media Encoder.  1 credit  

 Intro to Screenplay Writing :  Students will be introduced  to the format and structure of a screenplay 

and  learn how writing for film and television is different from other writing styles. How a full length  

screenplay differs from 30 and 60 minute broadcast series. Students will generate story ideas, write scenes  

in screenplay format, introduce interesting characters, write effective dialogue, set up intent and obstacle  

to the create friction and tension needed to create a strong screenplay, learn how to create a “visual” world  

by writing strong scene descriptions and action sequences, participate in group writing exercises, and gain  

a basic understanding of what it takes to actually produce a scene. By the end of this course, students will  

be ready for Advanced Screenplay Writing where participants will write a complete script. Prerequisites:  

none.  1 credit  

 Graphic Design 2:  In this course students will continue  the exploration of graphic design with an  

emphasis on the principles of design. Students will learn about the history of typography as well as some  

of the historical movements in the field of graphics. The main emphasis of this course will be the  

exploration of problems and possible solutions that integrate the use of dynamic composition; combining  

images and typography (layering), photography and space (transparency) as effective ways to solve visual  

problems. Topics of study (which are subject to change) include fundamentals of design (line, shape,  

value, texture, color, form), graphic design - the new basics (figure/ground, framing, hierarchy, layers,  

transparency) as well as typography combined with imagery to create a visual story in a narrative form.  

Prerequisite: Graphic Design 1 or instructor’s permission .  1  credit  

 Performing Arts  

 Jazz Roots Ensemble (Honors):  This ensemble plays  everything from mainstream jazz to be-bop and  

funk. It is a performance based group, and gives feature concerts. This class offers lots of improvisational  

opportunities.  Learn improvisational techniques, and how to build a solo.  Jazz Roots also encourages  

original composition. Learn how pieces can be arranged to create a more interesting composition, and  

how to rehearse a band.  Vocalists and instrumentalists are welcome. Prior music training is needed for  

this class.  Please note this is a two trimester course .  Prerequisite: Instrumental Proficiency or better,  

students must have approval of instructor. Honors. 2 Credits  

Making Music with Logic Pro:  Logic is a widely used DAW in the music industry today, and is used by  

music producers, songwriters and artists.  There’s a good chance that many records you listen to were  

made using Logic. In this course the student will explore and learn about making music using Logic Pro.  

This class will introduce the student to the foundations of Logic and get them up and running so that they  

can create music using this DAW. The emphasis in this class will be the student working on individual  

music projects. We will cover making basic tracks, both audio and midi, and introduce the student to  

mixing tracks.  1 credit  

 Rock Band:  Rock Band plays contemporary and classic  rock. Come get the experience of what it feels  

like to be in a band. Learn about rehearsing a band, and how to make an exciting arrangement for a band.  

Get into stage presence and performance skills. Rock Band is  a performance based group, and gives  

feature concerts. Vocalists and instrumentalists are welcome. Prior music playing is expected for this  
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class.  Please note this is a two trimester course .  Prerequisite: Instrumental Proficiency or better.  2 

credits  

 Solsingers:  This is a performance class using group  and harmony singing in a variety of styles.  

Rehearsals will also include physical exercises to enhance and improve vocal skills, breathing,  

coordination, and rhythmic skills. The musical selections will be prepared for performances at recitals and  

assemblies. Performing experiences will be enriched with additional kinds of musical understanding;  

including, but not limited to music theory, listening and history. Self and group assessments will be used  

for reflection and grading.  No Prerequisite,  Please  note this is a two trimester course .  2 credits  

 Vocal Performance Workshop:  Vocal Performance Workshop  is a master class on vocal training and  

performance. It has an emphasis on building vocal technique, learning to constructively critique peers in a  

workshop setting, and performing. The musical backdrop for this class is vast, ranging from musical  

theatre songs to contemporary music. Students will perform as an ensemble but will also get monthly (or  

whatever pace suits the class) themed song assignments. For these assignments, they will perform for the  

class, receive feedback, and give a repeat performance after they’ve incorporated suggestions from the  

workshop. An example of a monthly theme may be duet month, where the teacher will pair two students  

together on a selected song. More monthly themes could be: three-part harmony, a month dedicated to a  

specific artist or musical, and different genres of music, like pop or folk. If any students play an  

instrument, they will be encouraged to accompany themselves or collaborate with classmates. For the  

trimester concerts, they will essentially be performing the class’s greatest hits—working on group  

numbers throughout the class and choosing from the best themed assignments. The ensemble will perform  

with a live pianist and/or house band. This class serves as a good resource for anyone who loves to sing  

and is ideal for students who plan to audition for collegiate-level music or theatre programs.  1 credit  

 Concert Ensemble:  This ensemble is designed primarily  for orchestral instrumentalists, those who play  

instruments of the violin family, woodwinds, brass, classical/acoustic guitar, piano, harp, etc.  Others may  

be admitted at the director’s discretion. Students will engage in a diversity of musical styles through the  

customized arrangements of the director. Grading is based on regular participation, demonstrated regular  

practice, and a final trimester concert.  1 credit  

 Advanced Topics in Lighting Design : This course will  take the wide scope of the usual Lighting 

Design  course and zoom in to the finer ins and outs of making art with lighting. We will take an in depth 

look at  how industry standard lighting fixtures work, how to choose the right fixtures for the job, and 

how to  approach design for different types of performances. Some projects may include light design for 

video,  music, and performance.  Prerequisites:  Lighting Design  or Intro to Technical Theater.  1 credit.  

 Theater for Activism:  The Theater for Activism course  offers high school students the opportunity to  

partner with an organization and create a powerful piece of theater that promotes awareness of an  

important and relevant cause. Through this course, students will develop their acting skills while using  

theater as a tool for social change. They will collaborate with their peers and community partners to create  

a meaningful performance that inspires action and raises awareness about critical issues. This course is  

ideal for students who are passionate about theater and social justice, and who want to use their skills and  

talents to make a positive impact on the world.  Theater  for Activism is open to STC:Conservatory/In  

 Residence performers or through invitation to audition after completion of Acting 1 .  Honors .  1 credit  

 Beyond Broadway: Discovering Underappreciated Theater:  This course focuses on exploring  lesser-

known shows like “Passing Strange,” “Ghost Quartet,” and “35mm,” giving students a deeper  

understanding and appreciation of the diversity and richness of theatrical expression. This  non-

performance based course is perfect for students who love theater but do not necessarily want to be  on 
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stage. Through lectures, discussions, and hands-on activities, students will examine the works of  

underappreciated playwrights, directors, and designers who have made invaluable contributions to the  

field. By watching video clips and attending live performances, students will be exposed to a variety of  

shows that they may not have otherwise been familiar with. Through this course, they will gain a  

newfound appreciation and understanding of the art of theater and its impact on society.  1 credit  

 Swing Dance:  This partner dance from the 1920s, '30s,  and '40s is all the rage.  Come and see why it is  

one of the most popular courses at Solebury.  1 credit  

 Ballet / Hip Hop II : This intro class is designed  to give an understanding of both ballet and hip hop.  

We  will cover a brief history of ballet and how it made its way to America. We will then develop 

awareness  of alignment, the five feet positions, and other basic ballet vocabulary and technique. Class 

will include  basic barre exercises, as well as center work. We will then end the trimester with a 

performance piece that  we will have learned in class. You will have a fun time learning the secrets, 

technique, and history of  ballet! This course will also explore the history, foundations, and movements of 

hip hop. We will cover  the history of hip hop and its influences on music and culture today. The course 

will then start with the  basic steps of hip hop and we’ll transition to choreography. The course will then 

take that choreography  and present it in an end of trimester performance.  1 credit  

 Diversity and Culture Share:  This is a performance  class designed to celebrate the diversity of 

cultures  represented by each person enrolled.  Share a song, a poem, a short story, a dance…  In this 

class, students  will explore and exchange their personal stories and those of their ancestors through 

music, dance, poetry,  song, and storytelling. The performance aspect of this class will be cultivated from 

a regular practice of  sharing with each other, then in collaboration with the End of Trimester music and 

dance concert. Grading  is based on attendance, regular participation, and the personal growth that tends 

to happen when we  humans listen to and learn from each other’s lived experiences.  This class is open to 

all who are  interested or curious.  2 credits ,  Global Ed and Social  Justice Concentration .  This class 

may also be  taken for English credit .  

 SPRING TRIMESTER COURSES  

 Visual Arts  

 Architecture: Ancient to 18th Century:  In this course  we will study the development of architecture  

from prehistoric structures to Temples to the development of basilicas and Mosques. How does  

architecture change with different religious emphasis and purpose?  As societies develop, does urban  

planning play a role or not?  Students will learn  the art of slide identification, and master four part  

analysis. Students will have weekly readings and present works of art each day in class,  tests on each  

period.  Students can expect a hands-on project and a museum trip. This course may be taken for Social  

Studies or Art credit and without regard to sequence.  2 credits ,  Global  

Intermediate Painting & Drawing:  This course builds on the techniques and concepts of the  

foundations class. Students will work in pencil, charcoal. gouache, pastel, acrylic, and oil. This class is  

designed to help the student build upon their painting and drawing skills through work that is more  

advanced. Students will work mainly from observation on specific skills such as rendering light and  

shadow, creating engaging compositions, and will begin to explore how to bring their own creative voice  

to their work. Students must take two Intermediate level classes to be admitted to the Advanced class.  

Prerequisite: Art Foundations (or Intro to Painting & Drawing). 1 credit  



 47  

 Intermediate Ceramics:  T his class is for students  who would like to continue working in ceramics, 

but  are not interested in the intensive year long course. Ceramics students will continue to develop their  

hand-building skills through increasingly complex projects.They will work toward mastering basic  

handbuilding techniques. They will begin to develop creative concepts through working in series.  

Students will learn how to work with Hard and soft Slab construction.Students will begin throwing on the  

wheel. In addition, they may have the opportunity to work with different clay bodies (types of clay), and  

have their work fired in alternative kilns. Students are expected to participate in all aspects of the running  

of the Ceramic Studio. This class can be repeated  Prerequisite: Intro to Ceramics.1 credit  

 Life Drawing:  This class meets on Monday from 7-9  PM and is an advanced class for mature students  

who wish to work on their portfolio and/or deepen their skills of working from observation. Students must  

have a working knowledge of contour, gesture, value, and composition, and experience working from life  

to accurately see form in space and translate it to the two dimensional page. Students will have the  

opportunity to use the human form as their subject as they advance their drawing skills. This class will  

broaden the students’ repertoire of drawing materials, including pencil, charcoal, conte, pastel, ink, and  

tempera paint as they explore the creative possibility of using the materials alone and in mixed media  

pieces. The students will work to develop a personal style and to learn to speak knowledgeably about the  

work in class critique. The fall trimester class will emphasize traditional skills and drawing techniques  

with an emphasis on portfolio completion for seniors and beginning preparation for juniors. The winter  

term will move into more work with color and longer poses. In the spring trimester juniors will be  

encouraged to continue building their portfolios. In the spring, the work will become more experimental  

and involve more mixed media.  Prerequisite:  Intermediate  Painting and Drawing (taken twice)  and  

permission of Art Department.  1 credit.  

 Collage and Mixed Media:  Collage is an art form that  uses a wide variety of found materials combined  

in a single piece of artwork. In this class students will bring together pieces from magazines, natural  

objects, advertising, and many other sources to create original works of art. The class will also use paint  

and other traditional materials to go with the collage elements. This class is a wonderful opportunity for  

students to explore their creativity through a class where they don't have to be "good at art."  No  

prerequisite 1 credit.  

 Printmaking:  Printmaking is all about working with  the printing process, particularly with monotype,  

masking, chine-collé and block print. Students are given a few techniques to work with in the beginning  

of class; as they print, they learn how to apply the inks, how to hand-print, how to use the press, and how  

to mix the inks to achieve the effects they desire. The students also learn how to layer colors to develop  

depth in their work. Once students have a fairly good grasp of the basics, they are given more techniques  

that they are then expected to experiment with and incorporate into what they have already learned.  

Students will be expected to participate in group and individual critiques, submit 10 finished prints and  

complete self-assessments. The goal is to have students reach a level of mastery so that they can work  

independently and problem solve issues with their prints or concepts.  Students may repeat this course,  

there is no prerequisite. 1 credit  

Graphic Design 1 : Graphic Design 1 is an introductory course in basic design principles and how they  

are applied to the world of digital design. From postage stamps to giant billboards, photography to fabric,  

digital design permeates our environment.  Understanding how to apply basic design concepts to the  

presentation of informative, persuasive and dynamic material is crucial to communicating with an  

audience. The main emphasis of this course will be the skillful combining of images and text to solve  

visual problems. Typography, image, space, color and form will be integrated as the year progresses.  

Students will learn about digital illustration, painting and multi-media solutions through lectures,  
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demonstrations and hands-on experiences. Students will be introduced to Adobe Creative Suite that  

includes Photoshop, Illustrator and learn to use the laser cutter to create 3-dimensional products.  No  

prerequisite.  1  credit  

 Video Editing:  This course is an introduction to the  fundamentals of nonlinear video editing. The 

student  will gain an understanding of video formats and concepts of video and audio compression used in  

recording, editing, and for final display. Cutting techniques will be explored including concepts of  

continuity, frame matching, using varying angles effectively, editing multi camera footage, techniques to  

avoid jump cuts and the use of parallel action. An introduction to sound editing will include fundamentals  

of mixing for film, Foley effects and processing audio to enhance the audience experience. Students will  

use the following software in this course: Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe After Effects, Adobe Audition,  

Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Media Encoder.  1 credit  

 Advanced Video Editing :  Learn advanced video editing  techniques including graphic animation, 

editing  with proxies, editing multiple cameras simultaneously, tracking and rotoscoping masks, creating a 

nested  sequence,  using Audition to enhance your audio, appropriate  editing to music and much more.  

You must  have a solid foundation in Adobe Premiere.  (Permission of instructor required).  1 credit  

 Photography II:  In this course students will expand  on their knowledge gained during their Photo II 

class  with more emphasis on project-based briefs and complete manual use of their 35mm camera. We 

will  expand on the various genres initially encountered in Photo 1 like documentary, portraiture, 

landscape and  photojournalism. They will show expertise in achieving various effects using depth of 

field, shutter speed,  and the elements of composition and also be able to explore various techniques in the 

darkroom, using  contrast filters and toning. Also in this class students will gain an understanding of the 

work of  professional photographers and how they shoot, compose and light their subjects. We will hold 

class  discussions in which the student will be expected to translate their concepts for fulfilling the various  

briefs and how they achieved their final prints.  Students  may repeat this class. Prerequisite: 

Photography  

 I, 1 credit  

 Introduction to Digital Photography:  Within this course  we will be covering the basics of how to use 

a  digital camera on a manual setting to achieve images of highest quality and strong composition. 

Students  will be given class assigned briefs to complete in their own time and be expected to meet 

deadlines and  discuss their ideas and concepts within class discussions and with written papers. Students 

will also  receive an introduction to the newest version of Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom and 

understand the  process of editing and manipulating our images to a high standard within these programs.  

Students may  repeat this class.  Prerequisites: Photography I and  II.  1 credit.  

 Introduction to Film II :  Intro to Film Production  II is a continuation course of Intro to Film, designed 

to  take the skills and knowledge acquired in Intro 1 and expand on them. As a class, we will briefly 

review  what we have learned previously, go through each stage of production at a quicker pace, and by 

the  course’s end you will be able to manufacture a short film from start to finish with little to no 

supervision  required. We will also go into deeper examination of film analysis, and theory. As well as 

advanced  filming and editing techniques and processes.  1 credit  

Cinema Studies:  In this class, we watch movies and analyze them.  This course introduces students to the  
basics of narrative structure and different film genres, with the goal of developing the skills to recognize,  

describe and enjoy film as an art and entertainment form. Each unit will begin with a cinema studies style  
lecture on a topic followed by a screening that typifies it.  Students may repeat this course, there is no  

prerequisite. 1 credit  
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 Metalworking : Metalworking requires the student to  provide one or more metal sculptures of their 

design  using the tools and processes of cutting, sawing, drilling, welding, brazing, and soldering. 

Miscellaneous  metal pieces are provided for the students to select or modify to their taste. For ironwork, 

stick welding  and MIG welding are employed along with oxyacetylene cutting, use of the chop saw and 

portable band  saw.  For lighter metalwork, brazing and soldering are explained.  Designs are encouraged 

to honor  balance and interest while not being totally symmetrical.  Two judges, at the end of the course, 

are invited  to view the student work; one is an artist, for aesthetic achievement, the other an experienced 

metalworker  from the area to judge excellence of welding and brazing technique and structural aspects. 

Helmets,  aprons, brazing goggles, and other safety equipment is provided and its use is required.  1 credit  

 Performing Arts  

 Improv for Anxiety:  Improv for Anxiety is a unique  course where students will learn to apply  

improvisational techniques to their daily lives to help them cope with stressful situations, improve their  

social skills, and build their confidence. Throughout the course, students will participate in a variety of  

exercises and games designed to help them become more comfortable with uncertainty and spontaneity.  

They will learn to embrace mistakes, take risks, and work collaboratively with others to create something  

new. This class will leave students with new tools to help them feel more present, positive, and in sync  

with themselves and the world around them.  A safe  space for students to express themselves creatively 

at  their own pace and comfort without judgement.  1 credit.  

 STC On Tour: A Children's Theater Experience:  The  student-led children's theatre production offers 

a  unique opportunity for students to hone their skills in theatre production, while also making a positive  

impact in the community. The program is designed to provide a platform for students of all skill levels to  

showcase their talents, in a supportive, collaborative environment. Students will work together to rehearse  

and prepare a touring production that is tailored for young audiences. Through the program, they will gain  

practical experience in various aspects of theatre production, such as set & costume design. This hands-on  

approach to learning will enable students to develop a range of practical skills that are essential for a  

career in the performing arts. The production will be performed at local schools as part of all school  

service day. In addition, the production will also be staged on a Saturday afternoon on campus, providing  

an opportunity for the wider community to enjoy the show.  1 credit.  

 Choreography:  Choreography is tailor made for advanced  dancers. Use your skills to compose pieces 

to  music, spoken word or silence. You will have an opportunity to teach others your work and perform at 

our  end of the trimester concert.  1 credit.  

 Tap Dance:  Create percussive rhythms with your feet  as you explore tappers who have come before as  

well as current ones who are setting the stages on fire.  1 credit.  

 Concert Ensemble:  This ensemble is designed primarily  for orchestral instrumentalists, those who play  

instruments of the violin family, woodwinds, brass, classical/acoustic guitar, piano, harp, etc.  Others may  

be admitted at the director’s discretion. Students will engage in a diversity of musical styles through the  

customized arrangements of the director. Grading is based on regular participation, demonstrated regular  

practice, and a final trimester concert.  1 credit  

 Vocal Performance Workshop:  Vocal Performance Workshop is a master class on vocal training and  

performance. It has an emphasis on building vocal technique, learning to constructively critique peers in a  

workshop setting, and performing. The musical backdrop for this class is vast, ranging from musical  

theatre songs to contemporary music. Students will perform as an ensemble but will also get monthly (or  
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whatever pace suits the class) themed song assignments. For these assignments, they will perform for the  

class, receive feedback, and give a repeat performance after they’ve incorporated suggestions from the  

workshop. An example of a monthly theme may be duet month, where the teacher will pair two students  

together on a selected song. More monthly themes could be: three-part harmony, a month dedicated to a  

specific artist or musical, and different genres of music, like pop or folk. If any students play an  

instrument, they will be encouraged to accompany themselves or collaborate with classmates. For the  

trimester concerts, they will essentially be performing the class’s greatest hits—working on group  

numbers throughout the class and choosing from the best themed assignments. The ensemble will perform  

with a live pianist and/or house band. This class serves as a good resource for anyone who loves to sing  

and is ideal for students who plan to audition for collegiate-level music or theatre programs.  1 credit  

 Music of the 1960’s:  This class is all about how the  music from this seminal decade changed the world  

and shaped the future. It is an in-depth look at the music, artists and people who were the intellectual  

movers of the time. The class has often enjoyed hearing from Solebury faculty member, Chris Langhart,  

who was the technical director of the original Woodstock Festival in 1969. No prerequisite.  1 credit.   
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 COMPUTER SCIENCE  

 The Computer Department offers courses in the Arts as well as coding.  More advanced work includes  

self-paced programming, web design and AP classes.  

 YEARLONG COURSES  

 AP Computer Science Principles :  AP Computer Science  Principles is an introductory college-level  

computing course that introduces students to the breadth of the field of computer science. Students learn  

to design and evaluate solutions and apply computer science to solve problems through the development  

of algorithms and programs. They incorporate abstraction into programs and use data to discover new  

knowledge. Students also explain how computing innovations and computing systems—including the  

internet—work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture that is collaborative  

and ethical.  Prerequisites : Introductory Computer  Science Elective or prior programming experience  

recommended .  6 credits , AP  

 AP Computer Science A : AP Computer Science A introduces  students to computer science through  

programming. Fundamental topics in this course include the design of solutions to problems, the use of  

data structures to organize large sets of data, the development and implementation of algorithms to  

process data and discover new information, the analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and social  

implications of computing systems. The course emphasizes object-oriented programming and design  

using the Java programming language. AP Computer Science A is a year-long course designed to help  

students master the basics of Java and equip them to successfully pass the College Board AP Computer  

 Science A Exam at the end of the school year.  Prerequisites :  AP Computer Science Principles and  

 Algebra 1 recommended  AP ,  6 credits  

 TERM CLASSES    

 Graphic Design 1 : Graphic Design 1 is an introductory  course in basic design principles and how they  

are applied to the world of digital design. From postage stamps to giant billboards, photography to fabric,  

digital design permeates our environment.  Understanding how to apply basic design concepts to the  

presentation of informative, persuasive and dynamic material is crucial to communicating with an  

audience. The main emphasis of this course will be the skillful combining of images and text to solve  

visual problems. Typography, image, space, color and form will be integrated as the year progresses.  

Students will learn about digital illustration, painting and multi-media solutions through lectures,  

demonstrations and hands-on experiences. Students will be introduced to Adobe Creative Suite that  

includes Photoshop, Illustrator and learn to use the laser cutter to create 3-dimensional products. Counts  

as an Arts credit.  No prerequisite.  1  credit  (offered  Fall & Spring Terms)  

 Graphic Design 2:  In this course students will continue  the exploration of graphic design with an  

emphasis on the principles of design. Students will learn about the history of typography as well as some  

of the historical movements in the field of graphics. The main emphasis of this course will be the  

exploration of problems and possible solutions that integrate the use of dynamic composition; combining  

images and typography (layering), photography and space (transparency) as effective ways to solve visual  

problems. Topics of study (which are subject to change) include fundamentals of design (line, shape,  

value, texture, color, form), graphic design - the new basics (figure/ground, framing, hierarchy, layers,  

transparency) as well as typography combined with imagery to create a visual story in a narrative form.  
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Counts as an Arts credit.  Prerequisite: Graphic Design  I or instructor’s permission . 1  credit  (offered  

Winter Term)  

 Computer Programming: Introduction to Coding:  This  course  offers an introduction to computer  

science covering the foundations of computer science and basic programming, with an emphasis on  

developing logical thinking and problem-solving skills. Each unit of the course is broken down into  

lessons. Lessons consist of video tutorials, short quizzes, example programs to explore, and written  

programming exercises. In this course, you will write and run JavaScript programs in the browser using  

the CodeHS editor. This course is designed for beginners and does not require any computer  

programming experience. The course is intended to be highly visual, dynamic, and interactive for new  

coders  2 credits ,  (offered Fall and Winter terms)  

 Game Development : In this course, you will learn the  fundamentals of game development as you  

program your own exciting projects from scratch in C#. As you iterate with prototypes, tackle  

programming challenges, and develop your own personal project, you will gain the necessary skills to  

design and build games using the Unity game engine.  No pre-requisites or prior knowledge is required,  

just bring your curiosity.  2 credits ,  (offered Fall  term)  

 Robotics:  This course will teach students the foundations  of building and programming autonomous  

robots. The course is designed to get students thinking about the patterns and structure of not just  

robotics, but also programming and problem-solving more generally. LEGO MINDSTORMS EV3 will be  

used to provide a structured sequence of programming activities in real-world project-based contexts. No  

prerequisites or prior knowledge required.  2 credits ,  (offered Winter term)  

 Cybersecurity : This course provides a foundation in  information systems, networking, and 

cybersecurity.  Students have opportunities to apply employability skills and to research careers in the 

information  technology area. They also complete hands-on activities to build a strong foundation in 

computer  hardware and connectivity. No prerequisites or prior knowledge required.  2 credits ,  (offered 

Spring term)  

 Video Editing:  This course is an introduction to the  fundamentals of nonlinear video editing. The 

student  will gain an understanding of video formats and concepts of video and audio compression used in  

recording, editing, and for final display. Cutting techniques will be explored including concepts of  

continuity, frame matching, using varying angles effectively, editing multi camera footage, techniques to  

avoid jump cuts and the use of parallel action. An introduction to sound editing will include fundamentals  

of mixing for film, Foley effects and processing audio to enhance the audience experience. Students will  

use the following software in this course: Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe After Effects, Adobe Audition,  

 Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Media Encoder.  1 credit,  ( offered all three terms)  

 English for Academic Purpose (EAP)  

 English for Academic Purposes is a suite of course offerings designed to bolster international student  

skills where and when they are needed.  Comprised of two components, Skills Modules and Content  

Modules, this program envisions a Year One in which students strengthen their reading, writing and  

communication skill set, with Year Two reserved for a pivot to a more content-focused curriculum that  

further builds and enhances skills for academic success.  

 Writing Portfolio : In this class students will first  learn the academic structure of a paragraph and the  

importance of unity and coherence. They will then learn the process in writing an essay, focusing on  

various types: persuasion, cause-and-effect, autobiographical, narrative, and descriptive. Significant  
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emphasis will be placed on review and application of grammar, mechanics, and organization. One term  

will be devoted to conducting and writing a lengthy research paper with citations. An important skill not  

to be overlooked will be peer editing and intensive revision of drafts. Several forms of creative writing  

will also be explored.  6 credits   
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 SUPPORT PROGRAMS  

 As students progress through their academic journey at Solebury School, they will need different support  

at different times. For some this might be a formalized program such as the ones listed below.  For others,  

it could mean creating a specific support plan when a student hits an academic roadblock, or helping a  

student get back on track after an absence. The role of the Director of Student Support and Wellness is to  

help guide all students to get the support they need to put their best academic foot forward. Additionally,  

the Director oversees accommodations plans for students who require specific interventions and  

considerations in the classroom or on assessments.  

 Academic success follows when we meet students on their level, and they feel safe, supported, and  

respected, and from there, we can foster growth and encourage students to push their own boundaries. At  

Solebury, we recognize that bright, capable students come with a variety of learning profiles; therefore,  

we offer a variety of ways we support all students on our campus.  

 If you have any questions about Solebury School’s Student Support programs, please contact the Director  

of Student Support and Wellness, Kristy Raska.    

  E-mail:  kraska@solebury.org   Call:  (215) 862-5261  (ext 151)  

 Bridge and Bridge Plus  

 The Bridge and Bridge Plus programs help students whose success is hindered by various learning  

challenges. Students take a full schedule of classes and meet with a Learning Specialist in small groups to  

help them stay on track, complete assignments, and develop strategies to achieve the success their  

intelligence merits. For some students, these programs serve as a “bridge” from a different academic  

environment to Solebury’s rigorous, college-preparatory program. For others, these programs connect a  

past of good intentions but missed assignments and incomplete work to a brighter future of confidence,  

competence, and pride in a job well done. To meet students’ needs, we offer several levels of Bridge  

support: Bridge Plus, which meets nearly every day; Bridge, which meets every other day, and we also  

offer a trimester-by-trimester Bridge support plan for students who feel they may not need a full year of  

Bridge support. Space is limited and there are additional fees for these programs.  

 If you have questions about the Bridge program, please contact the Director of Bridge Programs,  

Kimberly Rubenstein.    

  E-mail:  krubenstein@solebury.org   Call:  (215) 862-5261  (ext 145)  

 Boost  
 At Solebury, we strive to support all of our learners. While many students benefit from enrollment in the  

 Bridge program, others need less intensive and/or less frequent support. For these students, we offer  

Boost. During conference periods (when all Solebury students are free), Solebury’s Learning Specialists  

are available for drop-in help, to provide guidance with study strategies, test-taking skills, time  

management, organization, prioritization, etc. Students can also schedule meetings with a Learning  

Specialist during one of their free periods during the academic day for Boost support.  In addition, Boost  

offers targeted workshops at strategic times of the year to help all students hone their foundational  

academic skills (for example, workshops on note taking, organizational systems, exam preparation, etc.).  

There is no fee for this support, and all students are welcome!  Contact the Director of Student Support  

for more information:  kraska@solebury.org .  
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 Peer Tutoring  
 Solebury offers a robust peer tutoring program, pairing student volunteers with peers who may be  

struggling in a particular subject.  For more information, contact Amy Ciafrei, Coordinator of Peer  

Tutoring:  aciafrei@solebury.org .  

 Foundations English  

 Our 9th - 11th grade level Foundations English classes are designed for students who struggle with  

language-based learning tasks. The classes are taught in a small group setting and are specifically  

designed to meet grade-level English curricular goals while addressing each student’s individual learning  

needs.  

 *See the English section for additional information about our Foundations English offerings.  

 *Students who need additional support surrounding executive functioning may opt to apply for both  

Foundations English and Bridge.  

 Math Support Program  

 The Math Support Program (MSP) is a learning enrichment and support program which provides  

innovative resources and a nurturing environment to support the math curriculum at Solebury School.  

 *See the mathematics section for additional information about our Math Support Program offerings.  

*Students who need additional support surrounding executive functioning may opt to apply for both Math  

Support and Bridge.  

 Academic Accommodations  

 When requesting academic accommodations, a student must submit relevant and current documentation  

that demonstrates the student has been diagnosed with a disability that substantially limits one or more  

major life activities. A diagnosis of a disorder by itself does not automatically qualify an individual for  

accommodations. Documentation must be provided by a qualified, independent professional and include:  

 a formal diagnosis, a description of the impact the diagnosis has on the student’s functioning, and the  

rationale for the requested accommodations.  

 Accommodation requests and documentation should be submitted to the Director of Student Support and  

Wellness who, along with the Accommodations Committee, will review evaluation reports and  

recommendations, along with a student’s academic history and information from teachers to develop an  

appropriate accommodations plan.  When the documentation supports the need, Solebury can provide  

reasonable accommodations for students including extended time for tests (typically up to time and a half  

or 50%), permission to use assistive technology for in-class writing assignments, and a calculator (four  

function type) for tasks requiring computational skills.  There are some accommodations we do not grant  

at Solebury School because we feel they would significantly alter the academic program; please reach out  

to the Director of Student Support for more information:  kraska@solebury.org .  

 GLOBAL EDUCATION CONCENTRATION  

 Rising 9th and 10th grade students may choose to declare a focus in global education. This concentration  

aims to cultivate globally-minded young adults by providing a path for them to deeply engage in and  

reflect upon global academic courses, cultural events, service learning, travel immersion experiences, and  

an independent study.  Students will meet with the  Director of Global Education weekly during Open  

Advisory period.  If you have any questions about Solebury  School’s Global Education Concentration,  

please contact our Global Education Director, Lucienne Knight.  
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 Academics  

 A course will be designated as an option for the Global Education Concentration if the curriculum  

requires students to critically examine various cultures and global issues through texts, films, discussions,  

assignments, and projects.  Specific courses will be  outlined on course selection sheets with a “(G)”.  For  

2023-24, these courses are shown on page 5 of this Course Catalog.  

● 24 credits total; 12 credits in non-World Language coursework  

● enrolled in at least one Global Education course each year  (full-year or trimester elective)  

● enrolled in an EAP or World Language course each year  

● have a combined total of 12 credits in junior and senior year  

 Cultural Events  examples: film, museum, speaker, performance, workshop,  

summer program, festival  

● attend a minimum of 4 Solebury School sponsored cultural events per academic year;  

written reflection submitted to the Global Education Director  

● attend a minimum of 6 non-Solebury School sponsored cultural events per academic  

year; written reflection submitted to the Global Education Director  

● assist in organizing one on-campus cultural event; written reflection submitted to the  

 Global Education Director  

 Service Learning  

● 16 hours of community engagement with a cultural/global focus each academic year (in  

addition to Solebury School requirement)  

● may be completed as part of a travel immersion experience if approved by the Global  

Education Committee  

 Travel Immersion Experience  

● minimum of five days spent in a non-native language area, planned through Solebury  

 School or ones’ own (approved by the global education committee)  

● focus of the trip consists of more than strictly sightseeing  

● detailed itinerary and written reflection submitted to the Global Education Director  

● presentation to the student body and/or Global Education Committee  

 Independent Study  

 ●   independent study and/or project completed in junior or senior year; approved by 

the  Global Education Committee (can be completed during senior project)  ●   

study/project concludes in a presentation and/or paper  


